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U.S. *will help small countries’ 

WASHINGTON (K) — Tbc United Stales is prepared to help snail 
countries weather the financi al hardship of an embargo against Iraq, the 
State Department said Tuesday. Spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler said 
that while die method of assistance has not been decided "the United 
States will do whatever it can to help alleviate some of the pain that it (the 
embargo) is going to cause some of these countries.’' Obviously, the 
United Slates is not oblivious to the fact that for many countries it is an 
enormous sacrifice to participate,” in the boycott. Turwiler told a daily 
news briefing. While acknowledging “some countries are going to need 
from the international community... some possible help," she added, “1 
am not saying that at this point a decision has been made... of how we 
would go about it.*’ Senior U.S. officials aboard Secretary of State James 
Baker’s aircraft to Turkey last week said that country, which also has 
significant commerce with neighbouring Iraq, would be compensated for 
imw associated with participation in the embargo. They insisted it would 
not cost American taxpayers but the wealthy A1 Sabah family of Kuwait. 
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Hussein on what could be 
id- breaking Gulf mission 


Crown Prince: Jordan’s 
stand misunderstood 


ifct By a Jordan Hums 

'■'*£ . Staff Reporter ! 

fetf 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein. 
^ fresh afW m&a with Iraqi Pi*si- 
iqjj dent Saddam Hussein. Dew to 
pit* Washingtoa Toesday m what was 
JfJ seen asjt new effort to mediate 
,, J the Gulf crisis and explain Jpr- 
^ dan’s possitBLJOwards the issue. 

According to a senior official 
^ quoted by the Associated Press, 
JT the King, who paid a visit to 
JV* Baghdad Monday, was carryiqg a 
r“’ message from . Iraqi President 
% Saddam Hussein to U.$. Preii- 
dent George Bush. 

**: The King was expected to ar- 

rive in Washington Wednesday, 
j. and a White House spokesman 
S8 * said Bush, i^' iiiiteitupted a 
iff* vacation to deaT with the Golf 
crisis and discussions on the 
American budget, would bold 
■ talks with the King Thursday. 

■ l The King will spend Wednes- 
2 day night in Washington before 
proceeding to' Maine for the 
Jf* meeting with Bush at the presir 
dent's ooeansidc home, 

^ Shortly before bis departure, 
185 the King received Iraqi Labour 
^ Minister Unbred Madhat Mubar- 


ak, who was- believed to have 
delivered to him a written mes- 
sage from Saddam Hussein out- 
lining a proposal for an interna- 
tional conference on foe entire 
Middle East situation. According 
to American television, the prop- 
osal called for an immediate 
freeze in U.S. troop deployment 
in Samti Arabia, in a marked 
change from earlier Iraqi de- 
mands. for an immediate with- 
drawal of the forces before any 
discussions. 

No farther details of the prop- 
osal were immediately reported. 

The King's trip to Washington 
is seen as a continuation of 
mediation efforts he undertook 
immediately after the Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait Aug. 2. The 
King had managed to produce an 
a g ree m ent for a mini summit of 
Anb leaders in Jeddah for Aug. 
S and also brought about an Iraqi 
declaration of withdrawal from 
Kuwait beginning the same day. 
However, foe effort was aborted 
when foe Arab League council 
issued a statement Aug. 3 conde- 
mning Iraq for its takeover of 
Kuwait. 

Despite- foe setback, further 


compounded by a harsh denun- 
ciation of Kuwait by 12 Arab 
states at an Arab summit held in 
Cairo last Friday, foe King has 
expressed hope that the Gulf 
crisis could be resolved if the 
international powers would give 
the Arabs a chance to contain the 
issue under an Arab umbrella. 

In Washington, however. Pres- 
ident Bush said Tuesday he 
doubted whether a quick solution 
could be found to the Gulf crisis. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that foe King had tele- 
phone contacts with foe leaders 
of Yemen, Tunisia, Sudan and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). in connection 
with the crisis. 

A few hours after the King's 
return from Iraq, foe new U.S. 
ambassador to Jordan. Roger 
Harrison, presented his creden- 
tials to King Hussein. 

But Bush said he thought the 
economic sanctions being 
damped on Iraq might bring ab> 
ont such a solution. 

“I don’t see it right now,” Bush 
said at a White House news con- 
ference when asked if he saw any 
hope of a diplomatic solution to 


foe crisis. 

“But as these (economic) sanc- 
tions begin to take effect — it will 
take a while — I would hope 
there would be a diplomatic solu- 
tion to this crisis.” 

King Hussein called Bush 
Monday night and asked for the 
meeting. White House Press 
Secretary Marlin Fitzwatcr said. 

King Hussein will spend foe 
night in Washington before flying 
up to Maine Thursday. 

The monarch is “expected to 
arrive in Kenncbunkport about 
noon on Thursday, meet with the 
president at Walker’s Point and 
depart right after the meeting.” 
the spokesman said. 

In the flurry of high-level di- 
plomacy, Bush also was to meet 
late Tuesday in Washington with 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Saud A1 
Sabah of Kuwait. 

Bush said he looked forward to 
his discussion with King Hussein 
Thursday. 

But the president said he knew 
nothing about any message from 
Saddam that foe King was re- 
portedly to be carrying. 

“He mentioned no letter from 
Saddam to me,” Bush said in 


reference to a phone call in which 
King Hussein arranged his sche- 
duled visit to Kenncbunkport, 
Maine. 

Bush left open the possibility 
that King Hussein, might be bear- 
ing such a letter, adding: “He 
may have it.” 

Jordan’s opposition to foreign 
military presence in the Gulf has 
led to U.S. -Jordanian tensions 
and created a dramatic backdrop 
for foe Maine meeting. 

Bush said the United States 
might extend its blockade to 
Aqaba if there were proof sup- 
plies were flowing through it to 
Iraq. 

“I think at some point it might 
well be (blockaded) if it's a hole 
through which commerce flows.” 
be said. “...I would certainly 
think that Aqaba should be 
closed to Iraqi commerce.” 

Asked how long U.S. forces 
might be tied down in the Gulf 
and deployed in Saudi Arabia, 
and whether it might stretch into 
years. Bush replied: 

*T don't know about a period 
of years but certainly we’re going 
to be there long enough to get the 
job done.’ 


Jordanians Rush for U.S. dollars, Sanction move in U.N. 


« well and 
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and Iraq 

By Ira WaUreh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — AB Jordanians living 
fa Kuwait and Iraq are doing well, 
and the J ordeaian diptaaiain: tnfa 
sinus fa Kuwait CSty and Baghdad 
are extending necessary faeflitio 
to them. Foreign Ministry 
Secretary-Genera) Muaiaa B3- 
beisi said Tuesday.' ■ 

“No compiafats have been re- 
potted by any Jordanian living fa 
Kuwait or Iraq” in (he wake of 
Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait Aug.- 2, 
Bitbciri urfd the Jordan Times in a 

telephone interview. - 

Acc o rd ing to BUbeisi, there are 
about 420,000 Jordanian nation- 
als. indodfag chOdren, firing fa 
Kuwait, and another 30,000 five fa 
Iraq. “Our border* are open and 
there ts.no problem whatsoever in 
their passage to and from Iraq or 
Kuwait.’*' he said. ' 

Several Jordanian expatriates in 
Kuwait now vacationing at home 
or bad fled after foe Iraqi takeover 
were onaatoous that the neat-, 
mem they received . was “excel- 
lent” under the circumstances. 

BeJbeiat . denied reports of ; 
Jordanian expatriates being re- ; 
turned from the Saudi bolder, “If 
any one was ret u rned , then the 
case has not been brought to oar 
attention," be told the Jordan 
Times. According to a senior offi- 
cial, sewesri -JdndaaBans were re- 
turned (ran at fan one border 
crossing after foe Stodi authorities 
died “mittan y activities” on their 
side of the border. The Saudi 
ambassador to' Jordan also said 
Tuesday nb-ooe had been turned 
back- • 

Ministry of Interior sources also 
confirmed that ho complaints were 
received ’ by the ministry over 
Jordanians being stopped from en- 
tering Saadi territories. 

Life was described as norma) 
both fa .Iraq nod fa Kuwait, with 
the Into army behaving in a 
“brotherly" manner, disciplined, 
good feumbared and ready at any 
time to enend a helping hand. 

One ; of foe Jorda n i an s wbo re- 
turned -two days ago back from 
Kuwait by car said: “My car broke 
down on the Xuwait-Iraqi border. 
Iww at a tow when, from- every- 
where, Iraqi' sok&xs came and 
helped me repair my car.” 
According to the same source. 

who preferred tribe identified only 
as Abu Zohair, * food crisis 
started on Monday, but things are 
not Weak at an. “I know people 
trim weal to- foe . Iraqi army to 
compbua about lack of food and 
drey gave them food for free. They 
are eager to help anyone/ 7 
“How are Jordanian treated fa 
Kuwait tod Iraq?” •••-•■ 

“We are brothers. Brothers fa 
ideals tod fa ideology. There is a 
good feeling -.towards Jordanians. 
They are treated well." Abu 
Zuhair added that there seemed to 
be “a feeling of freedom, of Inde- 
pcndcnct'in foe to” • 

(Costfened oo page 5) 


withdrawals continues court, officials say 


. gy Ghadeer Taber 
. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite assurances 
by the Central Bank of Jordan 
(GRI) feats of a military oanfla- 
gration fa foe Gulf are continuing 
to cause panic buying of foreign 
currency in foe local market, 
banks are reporting sizeable with- 
drawals, according to officfaJs and 
banking sources. 

The Jordanian dinar lost as 
-much as 15^ per cent of its value 
against foe. dollar in the black 
market in foe past week, according 
is the sources. The American cur- 
rency was quoted at 77S fits in the 
bbek market Tuesday while the 
officially, set CBJ rate was 657.0/ 
661.0. On Aug. 1, one day before 
the Iraqi takeover of Kuwait, 
there was a difference of only a 
few fib between the CBJ rate and 
the black marker, banking so ur c es 
noted, 

“There is a high dem a n d for 
foreign exchan ge fa Jordan and fa 
the Gotf.” said economist Jcwad 
Ananj. “This k called cash prefer- 
ence because people want to cany 
money fa their pockets for fear of 
bank domra due to the crisis." 

Anani explained that because of 
ifafa bet we en Jordan sod (be Golf 
states, tbc mppiy of the dollar had 
rtedirad with the growing demand 

in the Guff. 

“Cash has become the dearest 
commodity fa here and fa the 
Gulf," fas told foe Jordan Times. 
“This k always the case in periods 
of instability. We witnessed (be 
fame foufag the 1967 and 1973 
wan." - - 

According to reports from the 
Gulf,' most people have dropped 
gold as foe means to bold on to 
their ravings at times of crisis and 
are now opting for foreign curren- 
cy, mostly European. 

A private businessman and a 
former moneychanger, Mtnee 
Kobariti, attributed foe run on 
bank deposits and rush for dollars 
in Jordan to fears that foe Arab 


states might cut their financial 
to the Kingdom and a 
potobel blockade of the port of 
Aqaba as put of the international 
embargo and blockade against 
Iraq- 

“Thete k a feeling that Arab aid 
will be reduced if not cut 
altogether," Kabariti tokl the Jor- 
dan Times. "There are also fears 
of a suspension in export to Iraq if 
Jordan were no implement in frill 
the international sanctions against 
- ‘ B aghdad, " he said. 

Contrary to pledge made by 
the CBJ last week to supply suffi- 
cient foreign currency to meet 
local needs, commercial banks 
were unable to provide any foreign 
currency even for travel and study 
purposes for which foreign curren- 
cy supply k guaranteed, according 
to banking sources. 

“Usually banks do not keep 
.lurfi foreign exchange in cash," 
said a senior official commenting 
mi the unavailability of foreign 
currency. “Banks are under no 
. obligation to sell foreign exchange 
to their dtents except upon availa- 
bility. Otherwise they could rive 
them cheques or transfer their 
deposits wherever they wanted as 
fang as they complied with regula- 
tions," he told foe Jordan Times. 

The official said there was no 
fear of a shortage in Jordanian 
dinar* because banks have surplus 
liquidity deposit s and could cover 
any amount of withdrawals. Arab 
Bank officials arid foal depositors 
withdrew JD S million Thursday, 
mostly fa cash in an a pparent bid 
to pro tect their savings. 

Uncertainty in the region has 
sly* tin Amman Financial 

Market where stocks have drop- 
ped by Munich as 25 to SO per cent 
since Aug. 2. 

“The market experienced a 
plummet fa stock prices." said Dr. 
Abdullah Maflci, president of the 
Association of Jordanian Banks. 
"Industry related stocks dropped 
the most because much of industry 
k linked to Iraq,” he said. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

■AMMAN — Jordan, which has 
repeatedly affirmed its -adherence 
to aU International treaties and 
agreements, including the charter 
of foe United Nations, believes 
that the ball k in the court of the 
Security Council resolution calling 
for sanctions against Iraq for its 
take-over of Kuwait, according to 
senior officials. 

Confirming that Jordan was in- 
deed studying tbc impact of foe 
sanctions on the national economy, 
a senior Foreign Ministry official 
said that “the Security Council has 
not even formed a committee to 
deal with foe issue of sanctions, 
and Jordan does not Teel compel- 
led to take the initiative and 
approach the U.N." 

Foreign Ministry legal experts 
are dis c u s sin g means to implement 
the resolution and “maintain Jor- 
dan's {woven record of stria adher- 
ence and respect for the U-.N. 
charter as His Majesty King Hus- 
sein said last week,” said another 
official, speaking to the Jordan 
Times on condition of anonymity. 
"Whatever we do, it wfll remain 
within the framework of the Un- 
ited Nations.” 

Jordan, whose Red Sea port of 
Aqaba represents a lifeline for Iraq 
fa the face of a sweeping interna- 
tional embargo and a naval block- 
ade foal h falling into place, will 
suffer enormously if It were to 
apply foe sanctions, Hk Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasson 
said Wed n esday. He said the King- 
dom could not move immediately 
to enforce sanctions. "Clearly, fa 
terms of implementation, we just 
don’t turn off a switch in our 
dealings with Iraq and Kuwait.” he 
told reporters. “Jordan respects 
the U.N. mandate.. .but (sanc- 
tions) would bring our economy to 
a standstill.” 

Many analysts believe that Jor- 
dan k hoping for a peaceful resolu- 


tion to the Gulf crisis soon and 
hence it may never actuary have to 
implement the U-N. sanctions. 

According to legal experts famil- 
iar with the workings of the United 
Nations, there could be a way out 
for Jordan if foe Gulf ctkk remains 
unresolved for fang. "The King- 
dom can maintain its recor d of 
total respect for the United Na- 
tions charter and its obligations but 
need not undermine its own econo- 
mic backbone if it uses a loophole 
represented fa a precedent set with 
U.N. sanctions on South Africa in 
1977,” said an expert s pea k i n g to 
foe Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

The precedent, acc ordin g to the 
expert, was set by the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) when it 
made a collective approach to foe 
Security Conned that "the front- 
line” states whose economies are 
deeply entwined with that of South 
Africa be exempted from the sanc- 
tions call. 

“Subsequently, there was a tacit 
understanding that none of the 
frontline states will be punished for 
dealing with South Africa, 
although no legal records were 
released to that effect," said the 
expen. “It is possible that the 
U.N. Seaoity Council might pre- 
fer a similar approach made by the 
Arab League on behalf of Jordan,” 
he added, raking another puzzle 
whether Amman would resort to 
help from a forum whose 12 mem* 
here have condemned the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and some of 
whom were implicitly accused by 
foe King of hampering hk efforts 
for a peaceful solution to foe Gulf 
conflict within an Arab umbrella. 

In an interview with Australian 
televiaon, the Crown Prince speci- 
fically referred to Article 50 of the 
U.N. Charter which implicitly pro- 
vides for compensation for coun- 
tries which could suffer economi- 
cally as a result of implementing 
U.N. sanctions. 

(Co ntinued on page 4) 


Vessels wait outside Aqaba port 



By Serene ttd t n aod 
P.V. Vtakonsn d 

AMMAN — Over half a dozen 
vessels carrying cargo bound for 
Iraq and Jordan have dropped 
anchor outside the territorial wa- 
ters of the Kingdom at the Red 
Sea port of Aqaba awaiting furth- 
er orders from their owners be- 
fore approaching the port to dis- 
charge the goods, shipping 
sources said. But it was not iro- 
medESlefyknown whether die ac- 
tion whs taken in Hne with the 
international sanctions imposed 
against Baghdad for its Aug. 2 
take-over of Kuwait since the 
possbility remained open that 
die cargo owners were deman- 
ding payment from Iraq before 
unloading Baghdad-bound, 
goods, the sources added. 

"None of die vessels is com- 
municating with the port author- 
ities,” according to a source at a 
shipping company office in 
Aqaba. The vessels, some of 
them European and others Greek 
and flying different flags, "cut all 


radio contact with the port after 
informing the authorities of their 
(geographic) location,” said the 
source, speaking to the . Jordan 
Times over foe phone on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Several other sources con- 
finned the account, and one of 
them said "the accumulation of 
ships has oenrred over the past 
week, two or three days after the 
(U.N. Security Council) san o- 
dons vote.” 

None of the sources could pro- 
vide any detail of the nature of 
the goods aboard foe Vessels on 
anchorage and which was going 
where. ■ 

Port officials meanwhile dewed re- 
prats that the Jordanian offiriab had 

“force” to unload wheat and 
sugar bound for Iraq from aGrcek- 
ownodCypriat-Bag ship. "There is no 
truth whatsoever to the reports," said 
a senior official at the Ports Corpora- 
tion. “There were some problems 
refated to payment for tbc cargo, and 
they have been sorted oat." raid foe 
official, who preferred uMt yanty. 
.'According to some other sources. 


18,000-tonne bulk carrier. Amerved. 
which arrived in Jordanian territorial 
waters early August. The sources said 
the ship dropped anchor and after 
informing foe port authorities of in 
location “cut ail communications with 
shore.” Subsequently, Iraqi officials 
sought Jordanian help, and the port 
authority sent aa electronic technician 
aboard foe ship to check the com- 
munication equipment, the sources 
said. “It was found that there was a 
fault in the communications which the 
technician fixed." said one source. 
"Security personnel were posted 
aboard the Amerved, and the c a p tain 
was asked to approach tbc slap, 
apparently after it emerged that the 
communications problem could have 
been deliberate." 

“The vessel was lowed in (which k 
a normal practice) but the Captain 
refused to unload, arguing that be 
needed orders from the owners in 
Greece. In foe next two days, a 

representative of the owners flew 
down jo Aqaba and sorted things out, 
but only about 1,000 tonnes of 15,400* 
tonnes were discharged." 

The problem, according to the 
source as well as port officials, was' 

related to payment for foe forgo. 

— . - * • • in 


kflo me tres on the shoreline from 
Aqaba and no loading activities were 
reported Tuesday. 

A similar problem was also re- 
ported with Tanga, an 80,000- tonne 
bulk carrier berthed at Aqaba since 
1964 — at the height of the Iran-Iraq 
war — taking in grain from incoming 
freighter* and discharging it to trucks 
bound for Iraq. The sources said a 
dispute arose between the ship's own- 
ers sad the Iraqis over charter pay- 
ments, and the captain of the ship, 
berthed at foe main port at Aqaba, 
stopped all loading and unloading 
operating, last week, shortly after foe 
Security Counci] voted sanctions 
a gainst Iraq. 

The problem was settled through 
intervention by Jordanian authorities 
and foe ship resumed loading and 
unloading operations three days later, 
the sources said. 

“Ai of this morning, unloading 
operations of grain from the ship are 
normal,” an official raid. It was not 
immediately known whether any 
agreement was reached between die 
ship’s owners and the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

Shipping officials said there was no 
an Met 51 


AMMAN (J.T.) — There is 
dearly a misunderstanding of Jor- 
dan's position in the Gulf crisis 
and indeed there is indifference 
on the part of several parties as to 
listening to Jordan’s views in this 
matter. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassao said here 
Tuesday. 

Jordan is committed to thd 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions with regard to the 
application of sanctions on Iraq 
but for Jordan "it is not a matter 
of who we are with or against,” 
the Prince said at a press confer- 
ence at the Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty (RSS). 

“In terms of the implementa- 
tion of the sanctions you do not 
just turn off a switch not only in 
dealing with Iraq but also with 
Kuwait,” Prince Hsssan said. 

"Of course half of our labour 
force is in the Gulf generally and 
a large percentage of them is in 
Kuwait." sending significant re- 
mittances which are important to 
Jordan and to the West Bankers 
where again tbk is an extension 
of our worry as bow can Jordan 
continue to play a stabilising role 
as it looks westward,” Prince 
Hassan noted. 

“la terms of our relationship with 
Iraq,” be said. **wc gave credit facili- 
ties to Iraq during the war yean and 
again Jordan has finandal responsi- 
bility." 

"In our discussion with the Interna- 


tional Monetary Fund.” the Prince 
continued, “we made ii dear there is 
the case of national economy and a 
case of political economy, and I think 
as we look or the subject of the 
implementation of sanctions 1 think it 
is easy for others to position navies 
and to give the subject of sanctions 
some seriousness.” But, he added, 
“tbc positioning of oavies moved 
immediately from sanctions to block- 
ade and that blockade is going to 
affect everyone in the region.” 

“I think it might be worthy of 
looking into the U.N. Charter where 
it had to do with any country affected 
by sanctions that country is dearly 
eligible for compensation.” 

The Jordanian government, he 
added, is holding contacts with the 
United Nations about the sanctions 
which do not include food and medic- 
al supplies. The U.N. charter, he 
said, gives countries 30 days to discuss 
the subject and provides for com- 
pensations for countries applying 
those sanctions. 

Referring to the reactions in Jordan 
to the events in the Gulf, Prince 
Hassan said that the Jordanian people 
had been asking why foe world did 
not apply U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 242 which calls for the with- 
drawal of ail Israeli forces from the 
occupied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip occupied over 23 years ago by 
force of arms. 

"People in Jordan ask why the 
world did not rise to rescue Yemen 
when it was invaded by Egyptian 
force which changed that country’s 
regime by force at a time when only 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia backed the 
ousted Yemeni leader?,” Prince Has- 


san noted. 

He said that questions are also 
xii-H about foe presence of foreign 
troops in Saudi Arabia and foe Gulf 
whether they were there to imple- 
ment foe Security Council resolutions 
or to impose a blockade on Iraq. 

The Jordanian people’s sympathy 
with Iraq stems from the fact that Iraq 
bad fought an eight-year long war on 
behalf of foe Arab nation and foe 
Jordanian people feel that foreign 
troops presence in foe Gulf is a 
continuation of the 1956 events and 
that these forces have come to take 
Arab oil.” Prince Hassan said. 

In order to understand Jordon’s 
position frilly, one should view foe 
Middle East region as a whole and to- 
understand that foe creation of insta- 
bility fa any one country can by no 
means help international efforts 
aimed at finding stability in the rest of 
foe countries, he said. The Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land and 
constant Israeli threats to the Arabs 
should also be taken into account, he 
said. 

A solution for foe Gulf crisis should 
come from foe Arab countries and 
not through foreign military presence 
and such a solution is still possible 
despite the events and the divisions in 
the Arab World, he said. 

What protects Jordan unde - foe 
present circumstances is the democra- 
cy it enjoys and participation by all 
sectors of foe public to fend off 
danger, the Prince added. 

He said Jordan had links with all 
Arab countries and always seeks to 
solve disputes in foe context of foe 
Arab League without foreign in- 
tervention. 


‘Blockade’ moves into place 
amid mine scare in Gulf 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — An 
Iraqi freighter was turned back 
Tuesday from the port at Dubai, 
and shipping sources said British 
and American warships were 
checking vessels to ensure against 
penetration of an embargo 
against Iraq. 

A mine alert was posted for a 
while in a central Gulf channel 
but later was cancelled, a military 
source said. 

Dubai port authorities refused 
to allow foe Al Abid from enter- 
ing port to load when it arrived in 
the early Tuesday morning, ship- 
ping sources said. 

They said that another freigh- 
ter called Al Baya had been 
waiting off Dubai for the last two 
days. 


Israel says 
it is not 
part of 
‘blockade’ 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
officials on Tuesday urged Jordan 
to join the international embargo 
against Iraq, but Defence Minis- 
ter Moshe Arens said Israel 
would not take action if Jordan 
ignored such pleas. 

"There is no reason for us to 
interfere,” Arens told Israel 
Radio. "Israel is not part of the 
sea embargo declared by the Un- 
ited States. This is being carried 
out with American ships and 
European ships... we are not pan 
of this.” 

Aren’s remarks were in line 
with Israel’s stated policy not to 
get directly involved in foe Gulf 
crisis. Washington has been care- 
ful not to enlist Israel, its closest 
ally in the region, for fear that 
such a move would anger Arab 
states now backing the West. 

But Israel has repeatedly 
warned Jordan that it would 
attack if Jordan allowed foe Iraqi 
army to use Jordanian territory. 

Its future policy, in spite of 
Arens' remarks, still appeared 
undecided. On Monday, Foreign 
Minister David Levy and other 
officials "warned” Jordan against 
violating the embargo. 

A visiting U.S. congressman 
warned Tuesday that the block- 
ade could be extended to include 
foe port if Amman did not join 
the embargo against Iraq. 

"If they should keep foe port 
open in order to help Iraq evade 
and avoid foe sanctions, then I 
think that will probably be neces- 
sary,” said Rep. Stephen J. 
Solarz, a New York Democrat 
and a member of foe House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 


On foe other side of foe Ara- 
bian Peninsula, the Iraqi tanker 
Al Qadissiyah was still anchored 
off the Red Sea terminal of Yan- 
bu after being turned away by 
Saudi authorities when it tried to 
load oil Sunday from foe Trans- 
Saudi Iraqi pipeline. 

Shipping executives, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, moni- 
tored the British destroyer York 
contacting a Cypriot- flagged 
tanker called Glory that foe 
sources said shuttled oil from 
Iraqi ports. Sources said foe York 
was joined by an American 
warship in checking all sorts of 
vessels. 

Reports from London Monday 
said that Britain has joined the 
United States in ordering its 


warships in foe Gulf to intercept 
any vessel trying to break the 
economic noose around Iraq. Hie 
British ministry of defence said 
foe tanker contact was routine. 

Iraq remained defiant despite 
foe embargo measures. 

The Mate-run newspaper Al 
Jumhuriya said Iraq knows bow 
to answer foe administration of 
U.S. President George Bush, 
"how to foil its measures, pene- 
trate its blockade, makes its 
troops taste death if they attack 
us and move the battlefield to 
where it (the United States) does 
not want or expect it to be.” 
Shipping sources said vessels 
had been alerted to keep away 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. continues 
Gulf build-up 


Combined agency dispatches 
THE UNITED STATES raced to 
build up its military strength in 
Saudi Arabia Tuesday and the 
international community in- 
creased economic pressure meant 
to force Iraq to leave Kuwait. 

U.S. President George Bush 
Monday told Defence Secretary 
Pick Cheny to return to foe Guff 
and reportedly telephoned 
Japanese Prime Minister Tosbiko 
Kaifu. A Japanese Foreign Minis- 
try official said Tuesday that 
Bush asked for increased 
Japanese financial aid to Middle 
East countries affected by foe 
crisis. 

Bush was to cut short his Maine 
vacation to return to Washington 
Tuesday for talks on foe Gulf and 


the budget deficit. The president 
was to receive a Defence Depart- 
ment briefing Tuesday on foe 
military confrontation with Iraq’s 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Iraq took over Kuwait on Aug. 
2 and the United States accuses it 
of planning to march on neigh- 
bouring Saudi Arabia next. 

Syrian troops began arriving 
Tuesday to join U.S.. British, 
Egyptian and other troops that 
were sent to Saudi Arabia. 

The first Syrian units landed ia 
foe early morning, said diploma- 
tic sources. They had no details 
on numbers or areas where the 
Syrians would be deployed. 


(Contmaed on page 5) 


Iran: Iraq should accept 
’75 pact before Aziz visit 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq has 
asked Iran to accept a visit for its 
foreign minister but Tehran 
wants to make sure first that 
Baghdad accepts a border treaty 
which President Saddam Hussein 
declared null and void .in 1980, 
Parliamentary Speaker Mehdi 
Kamibi said Tuesday. 

Tehran Radio said Kamibi was 
commenting on reports that 
Iraq’s Tareq Aziz wanted to visit 
Iran. 

"Such a request has been made 
by Iraq. From Iran’s viewpoint, 
this would depend on Iraq's 
acceptance of foe 1975 border 
treaty,” Karrabi said according to 
the radio. He did not say when 
foe Iraqi request was made. 

Iran, which fought an eight- 
year war with Iraq, has conde- 


mned Iraq’s take-over of Kuwait 
12 days ago and demanded an 
immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal. 

Relations between the two 
countries had been easing until 
then. Last month in Geneva, 
Aziz met Iran's Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati for their first 
direct peace talks since a U.N.- 
arranged ceasefire ended the 
Iran-Iraq war two years ago. 

The meeting came after Iranian 
leaders welcomed a new peace 
initiative by Saddam and both 
countries ■ said chances had im- 
proved for a lasting peace. 

Indirect peace talks held under 
U.N. auspices and had been 
deadlocked and a major stumb-* 
ling block was the l$£LAlgiers>. 

(Continued an page 4) 
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Darawshe offers 
Iraq peace trip 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Arab 
member of the Israeli parliament 
who supports Iraq in the Gulf 
crisis offered on Tuesday to travel 
to Baghdad on a peace mission. 

The offer by Abdnl Wahab 
Darawshe, a veteran Knesset 
(parliament) deputy, underlined 
the depth of support for the 
Jewish state's most feared foe 
among the 700,000 Arabs in 
Israel and 1.75 million Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 

“I requested a meeting with 
Yitzhak Shamir to hear his posi- 
tion and to see if he wants to send 
a message to Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein," Darawshe, head 
of the small Arab Democratic 
Party and its sole Knesset mem- 
ber. told Reuters. 

A spokesman for Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir rejected the 
proposal as “an exercise in futil- 
ity." 

“I don't think it is realistic. 
There is no place for such media- 
tions,'* Avi Pazner said, ruling 
out a meeting with the prime 
minister. “Shamir is not available 
this week.” 

Darawshe, who broke from the 
Labour Party nine months before 
the 1988 parliamentary elections, 
Saturday became the first Knes- 
set member to publicly express 
his support for Iraq following its 
takeover of Kuwait. 

“We support the unity between 
Iraq and Kuwait as a positive step 
on the road to a comprehensive 
Arab unity and object to any 
foreign intervention to the Gulf," 
Darawshe said Tuesday. 

He said he would fly to Iraq 
immediately if Shamir approved 
peace talks with Iraq but would 
scrap the idea if the prime minis- 
ter rejected the initiative. 

Darawshe, one of only six 
Arabs in the Knesset, made his 
statements amid overwhelming 
support for Iraq among Palesti- 
nians under Israeli rule. 

Iraqi flags and pictures of Sad- 
dam appeared Tuesday in 
Nazareth, and hundreds of 
Palestinians have staged almost 
daily demonstrations in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Troops in the occupied territor- 
ies. where a Palestinian revolt 
against Israeli rule has raged for 
32 months, have been ordered to 

3 uash pro-Iraqi demonstrations 
lere as quickly as posable, the 
Hebrew-Eanguage daily Haaretz 
reproted Tuesday. 

Palestinians in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah said troops 
who had appeared to be striving 
to avoid Arab casualties in recent 
weeks responded fiercely to a 
march in support of Saddam 
Monday night. 

A resident said soldiers fired 
tear-gas and rubber and plastic 
bullets without giving a manda- 
tory warning to disperse. 

The army’s senior officer in the 
West Bank, Major-General Yit- 
zhak. Mordechav, denied any 
change in policy. “There is no 
change to the situation m the 
field... I can't point to anything 


unusual in the field," he told 
Israel Radio. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Mosbe Arens told reporters on 
Tuesday he was “disappointed' 
to discover the amount of support 
for Iraq among Palestinians. 

The Progressive Movement, 
another Arab party with just one 
Knesset member, has also backed 
Iraq. 

The Arab-dominated Israeli 
Communist Party and the Islamic 
Movement, the two main political 
groups for Israeli Arabs, have 
criticised Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait but condemned the West- 
era military buildup in the Gulf. 

Darawshe acknowledged many 
Israelis were angered by bis sup- 
port for Iraq, but be insisted his 
proposal to visit Baghdad was 
purely for peace. 

“As Arabs in Israel, we feel we 
must intervene to help defuse the 
crisis and achieve peace, if we 
can," he said. 

Support growing 

Palestinians chanting “Death 
to America” burned Amerian 
and Israeli flags Tuesday in one 
of the several rallies in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in support 
of Saddam Hussein. 

In a response to growing anti- 
American sentiments among 
Palestinians, the U.5. embassy in 
Tel Aviv urged Americans work- 
ing in the occupied Gaza Strip to 
be cautious, embassy officials 
said. 

Sources in Gaza said Amer- 
icans were told not to enter trou- 
ble spots such as Palestinian re- 
fugee camps where many pro- 
Saddam rallies have taken place 
in recent days. 

“There is something building 
up against the Americans. We are 
certainly on the watch. We are 
aware that the first target would 
be Americans,” said Alexandra 
Senfft. spokeswoman for the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) in Gaza which em- 
ploys three Americans. 

She said she did not know if 
American staffers were pulled off 
their duties in the refugee camps. 
UNRWA assists Palestinian re- 
fugees, mainly providing educa- 
tion and medical care. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Richard Langford said he was not 
aware of warnings being issued to 
Americans in the West Bank. He 
said he did not know bow. many 
Americans were working in the 
occupied territories. 

Palestinians are celebrating 
Saddam as a national saviour who 
can win back the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip aud teach a lesson to 
.the Americans who are perceived 
as one-sidely pro-Israel. 

The support reached near- 
frenzy after Saddam earlier this 
week linked his pullout from 
Kuwait to an Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories. 

The strongest expressions of 
anti-American sentiment were re- 
ported in the West Bank dty of 
Nablus on Tuesday. 


Raymond and Robert Atcheson 


announce with deep regpet 


the demise of 

Samaan Michael Layous 


on 13 August, 1990. 

He is survived by bis wife Margaret Samaan Layous and 
his four children Raymonde Layous Atcheson, Michael, 
Sameer and Salim Layous. 

The funeral will be held at the Christian Cemetery in 
Amman Thursday 16 August, 1990 at 3:30 p.m. 
Condolences nil] be held at the residence of Mr. Robert 
Atcheson between 5:00 and 9:00 p.m. Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, 16, 17 and 18 August in the Safeway 
Sbmeisairi area, near the AJ Mansour Mosque and the Al 
Walid Supermarket. 


Gulf sea confrontation could come in 2 days 


WASHINGTON (R) — With 
American ships and troops pour- 
ing into the Gulf region, U.S. 
television reported that the first 
confrontation of U.S. naval 
forces with Iraq could come in the 
next two days. 

Warships accompanying the 
aircraft carrier Eisenhower in the 
Red Sea could in the next two 
days stop and board an Iraqi 
freighter headed for Aqaba via 
the Suez Canal, NBC news re- 
ported late Monday. Hie freigh- 
ter is loaded with small arms and 
ammunition bought in Poland, 
NBC reported. 

U.S. Defence Department 
spokesman Pete Williams con- 
firmed U.S. forces were monitor-, 
mg Iraqi ship movements in the 
region, but would not say which 
ships were targets of the surveill- 
ance. The White House has said 
U.S. forces will do whatever is 
necessary to enforce U.N.- 
approved economic sanctions 
a gains t Iraq because of its Aug. 2 


take-over of Kuwait. 

U.S. forces are pouring into 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf region 
under “Operation Desert Shield” 
to bolster U.S. efforts to "de- 
fend” Saudi Arabia and damp an 
economic bold on Iraq. 

"I think our postion grows 
stronger with each day that goes 
by,” Major General Don Kauf- 
man, acting chief of staff for U.S. 
forces in Saudi Arabia, told re- 
porters Monday. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney will fly to Saudi Arabia 
Friday to vis it U.S. troops and 
stress American readiness to 
“protect” the Saudis and other 
Gulf states, the Pentagon said. 

U.S. troops are now arriving in 
Saudi Arabia at a lively pace, 
with transport planes landing ab- 
out every 10 minutes in an airlift 
designed to shore up Saudi de- 
fences. 

The Pentagon is drawing up 
plans for U.S. warships in the 
northern Arabian Sea, Gulf and 


Red Sea to haft any shipment of 
oil or other cargo leaving or 
entering Iraq, U.S. defence offi- 
cials said. No drips were getting 
in or out of Iraqi territory and a 
few had already been diverted. 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said. 

“We have had two or three 
ships... that have turned away or 
been turned away or at least 
otherwise have not landed with 
their cargoes,” Fitzwater said, 
adding that the ships did so with- 
out any direct dash witir Western 
warships. 

tf We assess the impact of the 
embargo as excellent,” Htzwater- 
said. President George Bush 
planned to interrupt his three-, 
week holiday in Kennebuakport, 
Maine Tuesday night for a day of 
briefings on Wednesday in 
Washington. 

The aircraft carrier John F- 
Kennedy and its 80 warplanes 
could leave Norfolk, Virginia, for 
the Golf this week, joining an 


armada of more than 4G warships 
in or en route to foe region, 
mdnHmg t h re e other carriers, 
officials said. 

Four carriers would give a 
strike force of more than 300 
fighters and bombers. 

Defence officials said at least 
5,000 U.S. troops were already in 
Saudi Arabia and that figure 
would swell to at least 50,000 in 
the enoring weeks. The figure 
could go even higher in- the 
mr wTthc ah&aA, they added. 

T aming the ground forces in 
Saudi Arabia were more than 100 
air force F-15 jets fighters and 
F-16 attack aircraft. 

Troops began arriving in Saudi 
Arabia last week after Bush 
agreed to a Saudi request. 

Uncertainty surrounded the 
thousands of West Europeans 
and Americans detained in Iraq. 
Iraq's ambassador to fee United 
Nations, Abdul Anar AI Anbari, 

sqid Iraq would let all foreigners 
leave in a few days or weeks. 


Levinger freed, vows to shoot again 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A leader of the 
Jewish settler movement released 
Tuesday after serving three 
months in prison for killing a 
Palestinian said he would not 
hesitate to shoot again. 

“If I’m in a situation of danger 
again, HI again open fire,” rabbi 
Moshe Levinger said on Israeli 
Radio, “I hope that next time, I 
will be more careful and 1 won't 
miss the target.” 

On Sept. 30, 1988, Levinger 
fired his pistol indiscriminately 
after Palestinians stoned his car, 
shooting to death an innocent 
bystander. 

Hebron merchant Kayed Sal- 
lab, 42, has bit in the stomach 
while standing in front of his shoe 
store. 

An Israeli court convicted 
Levinger last April of causing 
Sallab's death through negli- 


gence, after the plea-bargained to 
reduce the charge of manslaugh- 
ter. He was sentenced to five 
months in prison. 

Levinger served only 92 days 
and was released early for “good 
behaviour,” prison authority 
spokeswoman Shuli Meiri said. 

He was greeted at the entrance 
to tile Nir Minimum -security pris- 
on by dozens of supporters and 
two legislators from the ruling 
right-wing Likud party, who 
lifted him onto their shoulders 
and broke into dance, the nation- 
al news agency Itim reported. 

Members of the left-wing 
Mapam Parly demonstrated one- 
side the prison to protest Levin- 
ger’s early release, scuffling with^ 
Levinger's supporters, it said. 

Some 75,000 Jewish settles live 
amid 1.7 million Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Levinger, a champion 


of die settlement movement, fives 
in Kiryat Arba near the West 
Bank town of Hebron. 

Vehicles driven by Jewish set- 
tlers bave frequently come under 
stoning attacks by Palestinians 
waging a 32-month uprising 
flgainsr Israeli rule. 

Betselem, an Israeli informa- 
tion centre monitoring human 
rights abuses in the occupied ter- 
ritories, has reported that 29 
Palestinians have been lofied by 
settlers. 


Wad Mohammed Salamah, 3L 
of planning the attack aimed at 
“mass murder” on orders from 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation's mainstream Fateh 
movement. 


Security forces arrested Sala- 
mah on May 29 after he crossed 
over die bridge from Jordan into 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. 
The attack was to have taken 
place cm June 7, the charge sheet 
said. 


Attack foiled 


Israeli forces thwarted a plot to 
detonate a car bomb two months 
ago outside Israeli government 
offices in occupied Jerusalem, 
accord i ng to an indictment filed 
at an Israeli military c ourt Mon- 
day. 

Military prosecutors accused 


It Safamiah had planned to 
steal a car resembling a police 
vehicle, pack it with 30 kg of 
explosives and detonate it near 
government buildings as em- 
ployees were leaving at foe end of 
die work day. 

The charge sheet said Salamah 


had received weapons and explo- 
sives training at a Fateh base in 
Algeria in December 1988. 


Freed Swiss hostage fit, Belgians could be freed 


DAMASCUS (R) — Swiss relief 
worker Elio Erriquez, enjoying 
his first day of freedom after 10 
months as a hostage in Lebanon, 
was in good physical and mental 
shape and eager to return home 
Tuesday, Swiss diplomats said. 

A Beirut newspaper said mean- 
while that a Belgian family of 
four believed held by the same 
Palestinian group since Novem- 
ber 1987 would be released within 
24 hours. 

It said they would be freed in 
exchange for the release by Bel- 
gium of a guerrilla jailed for a 
grenade attack 10 yean ago. 

Thirteen other Westerners — 
six Americans, three Britons, two 
West Germans, an Irishman and 
an Italian — are believed held 
hostage in Lebanon by pro-Ira- 
m kidnappers. 

A Swiss embassy official said 
Erriquez was relaxing at the 


embassy compound in Damascus 
after the staff doctor pronounced 
him “physically and mentally 
okay” and able to traveL 

“I am very, very happy,” were 
the only words uttered by the 
24-year-old Red Cross worker, 
appearing pale but cheerful, as he 
walked out of the Foreign Minis- 
try just after midnight with, foe 
Swiss ambassador and Red Cross 
■chief in -Damascus. 

Erriquez was banded over to 
Syrian security men in west 
Beirut late or Monday by a group 
calling itself the Palestinian Re- 
volutionary Faction (PRF). 

The same previously unknown 
group freed bis Swiss colleague 
Emanuel Christen, who was kid- 
napped with Erriquez last Oct. 6 
in the Lebanese port dty of Sidon 
where they fitted war victims with 
artificial limbs, last Wednesday. 

Erriquez was to be flown to 


Geneva Tuesday on board a 
plane chartered by the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross, which thank ed foe leaden 
of Syria, Libya and Algeria as 
well as Iranian, PLO and 
Lebanese officials for securing his 
release. 


Christen would fly to Damas- 
cus to travel back with bis co- 
worker, die ICRC said. . 

Security sources m Beirut ‘said 
the Swiss men were abducted by 
gunmen of the Fateh Revolution- 
ary Council (FRC) led by 
Abu Nidal. The FRC denies the 
link. 


Tbe PRF said it freed its Swiss 
captives after receiving guaran- 
tees its demands would be met 
and in response to efforts by 
Syria, Libya and Algeria. It gave 
no details of its demands. 

Foreign Minister Rene Felber 


said in Berne that Switzerland 
maA» no concessions to win the 
release of the hostages and that 
no government had asked for 
anything in exchange for its help. 

The four Belgian hostages — 
Emmanuel Houtekins, his wife 
GodeKeve Rets and their teenage 
children Valerie and Laurent -r~ 
‘would be released Wednesday, 
foe conservative Beirut newspap- 
er Al Liwa quoted diplomatic 
sources as saying. 

But the FRC spokesman in 
Lebanon, Walid Khaled, said he 
had no information that the 
Houtekins would be freed. 

Diplomatic sources have told 
Reuters that Belgium had agreed 
to release FRC guerrilla Nasser 
Said, jailed 10 years ago for foe 
attack at an Antwerp bus stop in 
winch one was killed, in an agree- 
ment with the FRC and Libya. 


Sheikh Saad meets with Turkish officials 


ANKARA (AP) — The premier 
of tbe exiled Kuwaiti government 
met with Turkish leaders Tuesday 
to discuss ways to end Iraq's 
takeover of his country. 

Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah said in an arrival statement 
that he would also thank Turkish 
officials for their firm stand 
against tbe Iraqi takeover. 

Turkey, complying with a Un- 
ited Nations embargo, dosed 
down twin pipelines last week 
that carried Iraqi crude through 
Turkey. The move shut the route 
for more than half of Iraq’s oil 
exports. 

Turkey also has banned transit 
trade and imports from Iraq and 
has restricted Turkish exports to 
Iraq, allowing only emergency 
food and medical supplies. 

U.S. government officials have 
assured Turkey that the emir of 
Kuwait would pay compensation 
to Turkey for economic losses 


from the embargo. These are 
estimated at about $3 billion. 

The compensation was likely to 
be discussed in the Kuwaiti pre- 
mier’s talks with Turkish Premier 
Yfldirim Akbulnt and President 
Turgot Ozal, officials said. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia's 
Ambassador Abdul Aziz Hodja 
told reporters Tuesday they were 
ready to meet Turkey’s od needs at 
advantageous prices. He did not 
elaborate. 

Akbulot said Turkey was 
urging all sides to seek a peaceful 
solution to the Gulf crisis. 

Turkey has put its air force and 
military units in the south in a 
state of readiness for defensive 
purposes. Iraq denied Monday 
that it had any intention of 
attacking Turkey, its northern 
neighbour with a powerful army 
of its own and Western protection 
as a member of NATO. 

The Turkish government. 


however, obtained permission 
from parliament Sunday to de- 
clare a state of war and mobilise 
troops in tbe event of an attack. 

Tbe parliament withheld per- 
mission to send troops abroad or 
allow foreign troops on Turkish 
soil unless the country is attack- 
ed. 

Turks working in Iraq or 
Kuwait kept returning home but 
no Westerners were coming 
across Turkey’s border with Iraq. 

The semi-official Anatolia 
news agency said 53 Turks work- 
ing in Kuwait arrived here Mon- 
day night by plane via Amman. 


way but living conditions were 
miserable there,” the dispatch 
quoted him as saying. 

Ali Riza Bozkuit, president of 
the United Engineers Construc- 
tion Company, said there were 
about 10,000 detainees in tbe 
camp from 40 different nations. 


Mehmet Celtm Koprulu, an 
engineer for a Turkish construc- 
tion company building a power 
plant in Kuwait, told foe agency 
that they were first taken to an 
internment camp in Basra and then 
to another camp in Baghdad full 
of foreign detainees. 

“They did not harm us in any 


ATHENS (R) — An Iraqi envoy 
said Tuesday that all foreigners 
trapped in Iraq and Kuwait were 
safe and could return home after 
U.S. threats against Baghdad 
ceased. “All foreigners in Iraq and 
Kuwait are safe,” Abdul Fatah 
AI Khezreji, Iraq’s ambassador 
to Greece, told a news confer- 
ence. “At tins time we are frilly 
occupied with foe threats against 
us. Once these threats stop we 
will face foe matter of foreigners 
and if they wish they will be able 
to leave immediately. 


Trapped Westerners having good time’ 


PARIS (R) — Iraq’s ambassador to Fra«te 1 Ab<hfl Razz* Al 
HasJrimi said Monday Westerners unable to teavc hH counOy 
were having a good time and a free holiday. “They are notbekL. 
believe me, they are enjoying the sun, and they are in the best 
hotels in- Baghdad und they are having a very good time. afree 
paid vacation,- that’s what they arc doing,” he told & news 
con fe rence. Hastmm, twice summoned to. foo Trench Foreign 
Ministry m- recent days about the iaabifity of foe 530: French 
nationals in. Iraq and - Kuwait to leave, was answering questions 
about President Francois Mitterrand’s statement last, week.tbaf 
French under Iraqi control were effectively prisoners.- ; . ’ 


Norway’s envoy to Iraq suffers attack 


OSLO (R) — Norway’s ambassador to Iraq has-inffercd p heart 
attack and Oslo bas asked the Iraqi auttoritfeafor permission to 
send ? plane to fly him home," the national news agency NTB 
reported ‘Tuesday. It was - not known whether 27 Ndrweg»ns 
trapped in Iraq would be allowed to leave on foe same plane, # it 
is allowed in. Doctors, however, ‘sad' H arald Lone, 61, wouki 
need to stay in hospital for about a week would bewefl 

enough to leave. The side ambassador wffi probaHybe replaced 
Friday. . • 


Egyptian tourism unaffected by crisis 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian official said Tuesday :tourism was so 
far unaffected by the Gulf crisis. “There have not been anyrigns 
that tourism in Egypt has been affected td foecrirrent sSaanwlm 
foe Middle East and the Golf crisis ”Ramzi Zaqjaroa- bead of tbe 
state-run Egypt&n Chamber of Tourisn and Travel Agendes, 
told Reuters.' He said the crisis, just.' as ’die summer season for 
Arab tourists was winding down, hadnot resulted in cancellations 
for the winter season favoured by Western tourists But he 
predicted that if teiiskmcoxdiniied.toiirism PankLfaD 10 per xxak 
this winter and even more the foflqtiring summer. - 


U.S. women driving In Saudi Arabia 


NICOSIA (R) — American women with the _U-&~ military 
contingent in Saudi Arabia are dxfring yehicler de^pfte aHtafl on- 
female drivers in foe kingdom, Gulf-based diplomats mid 
Tuesday. The diplomats said the goveniHfefefradjeiax'cd its rules 
to allow dozens .of U.S. air force' .and; army wotueoto drive 
military transports on desert Ug^ways in foe Eastern province. 
Women to SaudTArabia are alwa^vefled m pubfic and sckfoin go 
anywh e re unless accompanied by a m^ relaffve r As a concession 
to the Saudis, women staff offic^-wimid not-work with- their 
Saudi male counterparts, the diplomats said- . 


CAIRO (R) — - Hundreds of - Egyptian- security men were 
deployed in central Cairo Tuesday. hut a schedaledpn>lraqi 
demonstration failed to materialise. “Wake opEgyptianS... with 
whom should we ride: Iraq or America^said a statement fry the 
“Waftf Vanguard? group urging Egyptians to protest ai Western 
intervention in foe Gulf. Scores of state, security officers and 
hundreds of plain' dothes pt^xmen -and -rak troops carrying, 
sticks, shields and electric batons were deployed afer busysquare 
m the heart. of Cairo. But the demonstrators xfidnot corned 


Head of shrines backrKJng Fahd 


NICOSIA. (R) — Tbe feadafh|am^^lk^s|u^^.^ 
Iraq to be under foreign occupation,' 

Fahd of; Saudi Arabia for inviting.fe^mgn ‘forces .to 4pfen3 foe . 
kingdom. ’ w We back all your deriskmsfo safeguard life security of 
die country and its citizens against evfl andevfl -foaer^^ Sbwkh 
Mohammad Ben Abdullah Al Sabeel, president af foe Grand 
Mosque in Mecca and foe Prophet Mohammad Mosque in 
Medina said in a letter to Fahd. * 


Kuwait sent $1b to West In early J 90 


BASLE (R) — Kuwaitis placed more than $1 frfltion with major 
Western banks in the first quarter of 1990,: boosting the emirate's 
wealth on deposit in die West to more than $17 baUios, die Bank 
for International Settlements (BIS) said Wednesday; Commercial' 
banks in major industrialised democracies and offehore financial- 
centres, told die BIS, the central bankers’ bank, die Kuwaiti 
deposits rose by $1.32 billion in foe first three months of this year 
to stand at $17 .59 billion at the end of March. ' 


Red Cross renews appeal in Kuwait crisis 


GENEVA (R) — The International Committee of foe Red Cross 
(ICRC) nufirectly appealed to Iraq Tuesday to allow the 
organisation to carry on its work despite the Gulf crisis. “For 
more than 10 days foe ICRC has been preoccupied with the Golf 
crisis and its humanitarian consequences,” ICRC President 
Comelio So mm aro g a told a news conference. ‘Tt launches ‘a 
pressing appeal that the dialogue the ICRC bas began with all foe 
parties would intensify and that the ICR.Cs efforts of Aug. 2 
would thus bear fruit so it can cany out its humanitarian mission,” 
he said. • • - - 


Sri Lanka sells tea to Iraq 


COLOMBO (R) Sri L anka continued tosefl tea to Iraq fort 
second successive week despite U.N. trade sanctions against ti 
country, offici als and brokers said. Plantation Ministry Secret! 
R.S. Jayaratne said the government decided to. allow tea to : 
”” f° fraq “ ft was a food commodity. Brokers said that Ir 
bought less tea Tuesday than foe average 500,000 ka bought 
prcvnom auction.” “It could be . became of foe sfafopj 
blockade, one broker said. ... Fl ^ 
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blast foreign 
Intervention in Saudi Arabia 


JEfy Mariam M- Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter. 

AMMAN. ~ A new phase in 
- Jord an’s . democratic expcri- 
- cnce began on folding Tuesday, 
whe n the qn de r g r ouu d, ' and 
previously outlawed Islamic 
Tahrir party (liberation. Party) 
announced its pro-Iraq and 
anti-foreign intervention stand 
dwing a press conference. 

A1 Tahrir, winch does not 
recognise the legitimacy of any 
of the Arab World’s 21 govern- 
ments, decided to “go public” 
and: give ; farther doot to the 
anti-foreign intervention stand 
which has been espoused by 
the Jordanian government and 
people almost unanimously, 
observers noted. 

. *Tt is the duty of all Muslim 
rulers to mobilise their armies 
immediately and fight the fore- 
ign armies winch have come to 
the region,” Ata Aim Rush- 
teh, die groups official spokes- 
man told the press. ~ 

“If rulers hesitate to take 
such moves at this time, it is 
the duty of every Muslim to 
‘force’ his ruler to take such 
action,” Abu Rushteh added. 

A party statement, made 
available to the press last 
week, had said that “any 
aggression on any Islamic 
country makes it imperative 
for all Muslim countries to 
fight the aggressor.” Abu. 
Rushteh also called for break- 
ing diplomatic relations with 


any country -(foreign or non- 
Muslim), that moves troops 
into or attacks any Muslim 
country. 

. He said chat any Muslim 
ruler who asks non-Muslims to 
intervene in an inter-Muslim 
affair is conmritting a “terrible 
and unforgivable crime. “To 
order Muslim troops to serve 
alongside foreign hoops in the 
event of a war with another 
Muslim nation is “even more 
. unforgivable,” A bn Rushteh 
said. 

The spokesman referred to 
the unity of Iraq and Kuwait as 
a "positive” step in that it 
united two Muslim lands and 
in line with one of the 
declared aims of the group to 
unit** all -Muslim states. 

“The Liberation Party,” said 
Abu Rushteh, “does not sup- 
port any ruler in the Muslim 
lands, because none of the 
ruler have adopted Islam as a 
complete way of life.” 

“However, the party sup- 
ports any steps to unify Muslim 
lands, even when they are car- 
ried out by rulers of whom we 
do not approve,” said Abu 
Rushteh. 

In line with the concept of 
having one united Muslim 
country the party spokesman 
said that the wealth and re- 
sources of Muslim countries” 
belongs to all people in all 
Muslim countries.” 

Referring to the “Arab na- 
tion," Abu Rushteh said that 


“this nation will free itself from 
those who ask for help from 
imperialist forces.” 

During introductory re- 
marks the spokesman said that 
imperialist powers had divided 
the Arab-Muslim nation into 
separate states which espoused 
secularist ideals rather than 
Islamic ones and kept them 
weak and dependent on the 
imperialist powers. 

Abu Rushteh said the inso- 
lence of the imperialist powers 
such as America, Britain and 
France was not acceptable to 
all the Muslim people. 

The party has been working 
underground since its founders 
split from the Muslim Brother- 
hood movement in 1953 and 
Tuesday’s press conference was 
the first public appearance of 
the group’s spokesmen in Jor- 
dan. 

The party advocates the 
establishment of one Muslim 
nation and the restoration of 
the caliphate system. 

Asked if despite its rejec- 
tion of the legitimacy of the 
current governments in the 
Arab World, the party would 
support those governments 
who stood against foreign in- 
tervention, the party spokes- 
man said that although the 
party’s basic position towards 
the existing governments had 
not changed, the current threat 
of foreign troops in the region 
was the most urgent and press- 
ing issue. 


Egyptians demonstrate against 
foreign forces in Saudi Arabia 


By Abdnl Latif A! Korashi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ZARQA — Thousands of Egyp- 
tian nationals living in Jordan 
demonstrated m the streets of 
Zarqa Tuesday calling for an end 
to foreign intervention in Arab 
affairs and for an immediate with- 
drawal of American forces from 
Saudi Arabia. ' 

The marchers carried posters 
condemning the. American inva- 
sion,- Taised portraits pt 
Presittent Saddam Hussemand 
bailed die brave Jordanian &&od' 
in support of Iraq in the face of 
the common enemy 

The marchers also chanted slo- 
gans in support oTHts Majesty 
King Hussein’s endeavours to 
contain the Arab Gulf crisis. . . 

The demonstration, which 
started at the Municipal Stadium, 
moved along the mam streets of - 


Zarqa. 

At least 6,000 non- Jordanian 
Arabs, mostly Egyptians, took 
part in the march which lasted for 
three hours. 

In Tafileh, another march, 
organised by Egyptian workers in 
Jordan, was staged Tuesday in a 
'show of solidarity with the Iraqi 
people. 

The marchers passed through 
the main streets of Tafileh chant- 
ing anti-American slogans and 
callmg for an end to foreign 
.intervention in Arab affairs. • ; 1 

At least 1,500 Egyptians' took 
part in the march. The crowd 
chanting pro-Iraqi slogans carried 
portraits of King Hussein and the 
- Iraqi president. 

Several. speakers attacked the 
. Cairo. summit resolutions, which 
they said, gave legitimacy to the 
presence of foreign troops in 
Saudi Arabia. 
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Civil defence gears 
up for active role 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Civil Defence 
officials, not discounting the 
possibility of hostilities break- 
ing out m the Gulf, have 
started taking measures to 
guard against ariy”such possi- 
bility and to protect the 
population from any fallout of 
a Gulf war: 

On Sunday, His Majesty 
King Hussein issued directives 
to the' government to train 
people on civil defence opera- 
tions: His directives came a call 
he made bn Jordanians to in- 
tensify their efforts to protect 
the homeland and naional uni- 
ty. • 

. In a press conference held 
Tuesday at the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) headquar- 
ters in Amman, CDD Chief 
Major-General Afif Ghol cal- 
led on Jordanians to shoulder 
their responsibility in ensuring 
their safety. 

General Ghol said that a higher 


co anal for civil defence has been 
formed. The council is headed by 
the Minister of Interior and in- 
cludes in its membership the direc- 
tor of the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD), the director of Civil 
Defence, a senior army officer and 
all ministries undersecretaries. 

He said that the council would 
be responsible for outlining a 
general plan for each ministry and 
departfaent. However, be said, 
that many civil defence duties are 
the responsibility of the people. 
“Conservation in the use of water, 
food, the purchase of a first aid kits 
and. five extinguishers are the re- 
sponsibility of citizens,” be said. 

While the higher council sets the 
general policies, the district gov- 
ernors cany h out, he added. 

He. said that his department 
advocated the concept of compre- 
hensive civil defence where “every 
c itiz en has a duty.” 

Asked if public shelters were 
ready! torake people in case of air 
raids, be said that that was be 
responsibility of governor-arcs and 
be could only agree that shelters 
have been neglected for a long 
time.' He noted that there was a 
lack in the number of borne sfael- 

(Coatjmaed on page 4) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The Mlowing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins ark! 
the dady Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


* Open studio and workshop for artist Sana Zara displ a y in g 
pdwfap, sculptures rad band-painted fabrics. Location: off 
2nd Circle, opposite Roeenthal (9J6-L36 and 3£8-fc30). 

* Exhibition of paintings by 10 Iraqi artists at the Jordan Plastic 
Art Aasortatlnp Gallery. 

* Art, exhibition by Samir Al Stanrafo at foe Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


tjwhnw on foe ^pafflcal Bfa h Jordan by Senator AH Aba 
Nuvrwar at foe' Royal Cultural Centre — fc3® pJn- 
Ledare entitled “Archaeology and Xradlttaial AreUteetere” at 
ACOR 7HM pja. 


Speakers condemned the re- 
solutions as part of American 
conspiracies against the Arab Na- 
tion. 

Egyptian workers in Jordan 
form the bulk of nearly 175,000 
non-Jordanians working and liv- 
ing in the Kingdom. 

According to some estimates, 
the Egyptians number about 
130,000. They, along with work- 
ers from Jordan’s partners in the 
Arab'* Cooperation Counqij 
CA.CQ L .chjay.gbgal privileges 

5*lJWW--WS»»3? d,cr 

Jordanian Arabs seeking work-in 
the country. 

For example, an Egyptian pays 
JD 100 for an annual went permit 
fee compared to JD 300 for non- 
Arab workers. 

Egyptians employed as farmer 
workers or muses pay only JD 30 
for their work permits. 


Parliamentarians move to support and explain 
Jordan’s position on Gulf crisis, internal front 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Members of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
have UTged France to adopt a 
fair-handed policy and support 
Iraqi and Jordanian just causes. 
“France has been bound to the 
Arab World through various his- 
torical links and the Arabs have 
always looked at France as a 
European nation that advocates 
the causes of freedom, justice, 
fraternity and equality and backs 
the liberation of human beings 
from the bonds of slavery.” said 
the parliamentarians in a memor- 
andum they sent to French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

The memorandum, signed by 
Nayef Al Hadid, Ahmad Abbadi 
and Hisham Al Sharari referred 
to France's opposition to 
Washington’s interpretation of 
the U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tion with regard to the Gulf sanc- 
tions against Iraq, which proved 
Paris’ independence, and said 
that such position is deeply re- 
spected by the Arabs. 

“We respect and appreciate 
France's brave stand and look, 
forward to further French sup- 
port for the Arab just causes,” 


Trade federation, 
ESCWA 

sign cooperation 
agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman-based Federation of 
Arab Chambers of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture and the 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
signed in Amman an agreement 
on cooperation m preparing joint 
studies on trade, industry and 
agriculture. 

The agreement will benefit 
countries in the western Asian 
region, including Jordan. 

Under the agreement both 
tides will cooperate in working 
out projects for countries in west- 
ern Asia and pave the way for 
exchanging consultations, exper- 
tise and information in several 
matters relevant to industry, 
trade and agriculture. 

The agreement also provides 
for holding seminars and confer- 
ences by specialists to discuss 
topics related to regional coop- 
eration in these fields and prepar- 
ing the ground for implementing 
Joint ^projects? : lL ' 

The .agreement was signed' by 
ESCWA’s executive Secretary- 
General Tayseer Abdul Jaber 
and Burhan Da jam, the federa- 
tion's secretary-general. 

Following the signing cere- 
mony, Abdul Jaber said that 
ESCWA was willing to cooperate 
with the federation and provide it 
with experts and researchers. 
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the memorandum said. 

Meanwhile, the chairman and 
members of the National Bloc in 
Parliament issued a statement 
Tuesday expressing appreciation 
of and support for His Majesty 
King Hussein's position towards 
the Gulf crisis.” The Jordanian 
people's position has been de- 
fined and there can be no change 
of heart towards the Gulf prob- 
lem,” said the statement. 

It said that the Jordanians sup- 
port their leader and work in 
unison to serve national causes. 

The statement appealed to the 
members of the public to stand 
fast in the face of the psychologic- 
al wax being waged on the coun- 
try, and the hostile propaganda 
directed agains t Jordan's military 
and economic structure. 

It urged all men and women to 
join tire civil defence centres to 
acquire military training and civil 
defence skills, and carry out first 
aid and other necessary work in 
times of conflict. 

The memorandum also urged 
members of the public to refrain 
from hoarding food supplies and 


appealed to all Jordanians to help 
increase national production to 
offset enemy plans and to 
rationalise spending and adapt to 
austerity. 

The statement urged the Jorda- 
nian people to treat non- 
Jordanian Arabs with respect and 
affection, irrespective of their 
different countries' stand vis-a-vis 
Jordan or the Gulf crisis. 

The statement saluted those 
Arab leaders who stood fast in 
the face of pressure and acts of 
blackmail and bribery, and chose 
to side by Iraq in its endeavours 
to repel aggression. 

A statement was signed by 
Abdullah Ensour, Nayef Hadid, 
Saad Haddadin, Nawwaaf Al 
Khawaldeh, Ana Al Shahwan. 
Hisham Al Sharari. Issa 
Reimouni, Mohammad Dardour, 
Taher Al Masri, Sultan Udwan, 
Mohammad Abu Alim, Nader 
Thuheirat. Ahmad Innab, Ziyad 
Al Shweih, Jamal Haddad, Samir 
Kawar, Abdullah Zureiqat, 
Nayef Abu Tayeh, Jamal Al 
Khreisha, Saad Serour, Faisal Al 
Jazi and Salameh Al Ghweiri. 


Meanwhile a parliamentary 
panel set up to follow up the 
situation in the Arab Gulf region 
Tuesday decided to send cables to 
various parliaments in Arab and 
Islamic nations to explain the 
Jordanian Parliament's position 
with regard to the latest events in 
the Gnlf and the American in- 
tervention. 

The memoranda call on Arab 
and Islamic countries to adopt a 
unified position vis-a-vis the U.S. 
intervention which is designed to 
impose foreign domination on 
Arab wealth and call for solidar- 
ity in the face of tfce common 
threat. 

The memoranda also discuss 
what the Jordan news agency, 
Petra, which reported the news, 
described as the ambiguity that sur- 
rounded the Cairo summit which 
had taken decisions thwarting the 
Arab League's endeavours to set- 
tle the Gulf issue. 

The memoranda note that the 
foreign powers are determined to 
stop the Iraqis and the Arabs 
from acquiring sufficient power 
to regain their rights and protect 
their interests. 


A statement at the end of the 
meeting, which was attended by 
House speaker Suleiman Arar, 
said that the speaker had been 
asked to pave the way for visits to 
Iran and Turkey by Jordanian 
parliamentary delegations to re- 
lav Jordan's views and discuss the 
Guff crisis. 

Arar later announced that he 
would hold a press conference 
Wednesday to talk about the 
situation and the Parliament's 
views with regard to the events in 
the Guff. 

In the statement the Parlia- 
ment stressed the need for con- 
tacting the nine Arab states, 
which did not vote for the sum- 
mit's resolutions in Cairo, to try 
to adopt a united stand vis-a-vis 
the ongoing events. 

The parliamentary panel said it 
would contact various profession- 
al unions and organisations in 
Jordan to coordinate positions 
with regard to a programme de- 
signed to spread awareness 
among tnebers of the public on 
domestic issues, the situation of 
supplies, civil defence and other 
issues in the country. 


Uncertainty continues over W. Europeans and N. Americans 

Hundreds cross into Jordan 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hundreds of 
Arabs, Asians, Africans, East 
Europeans and Latin Amer- 
icans arrived in Jordan across 
the border from Iraq Tuesday 
while uncertainty continued 
over when and how Iraq in- 
tended to permit Western 
Europeans and North Amer- 
icans to leave, officials said. 

A total of 1,750 people, ab- 
out one third of them Arabs — 
Egyptians, Sudanese, Yeme- 
nis, Lebanese, Syrians, Saudi 
Arabians and one Algerian — 
and the rest Asians, Eastern 
Europeans and Latin Amer- 
icans — Filipinos. Indians, 
Pakistanis, Thais, "Yugoslavs, 


Chileans and others — had 
crossed by late Tuesday after- 
noon, official sources said. 
“There are hundreds more 
coming,” commented one offi- 
cial. 

In the meantime, a group of 
about 280 Indians — 210 of 
them from a group of 700 
pilgrims visiting Iraq when 
Baghdad sent its army across 
the border to Kuwait and the 
rest who found their own way 
to Jordan from Kuwait — was 
flown home Tuesday evening 
aboard an Air India Boeing 
747. 

Two other similar chartered 
planes are expected to arrive 
here this week to airlift rest of 
the pilgrim group and others 
who may reach Amman on 


their own from Iraq, embassy 
officials said. 

Mounting anxiety at the pos- 
sibility of war has escalated 
worries over India's 180,000 
expatriates remaining in 
Kuwait and Iraq, says the Indi- 
an civil aviation minister. 
Muaraf Khan, who arrived in 
Amman on Monday. The pur- 
pose of Khan’s visit was to bold 
talks with officials and his 
Jordanian counterpart to find 
ways of facilitating travel for 
his people. Though Khan was 
unable to provide a figure of 
how many were expected to 
leave, he said that be did not 
expect a large number of Indi- 
an expatriates to leave Iraq or 
Kuwait. “Our main concern is 


for the women and children,” 
Khan said. 

The result of the meetings in 
Jordan was that the Kingdom 
would extend all facilities and 
assistance to Indians transiting 
through Jordan, including the 
waiver of visa requirements. 

The Philippine ambassador 
to Jordan, Pacific® Castro, said 
a group of 550 Filipinos were 
gathered in Amman to take 
flights out Wednesday and Fri- 
day aboard special Philippines 
Airways flights. “We have 
another 60,000 of our nationals 
in Kuwait and Iraq, and we are 
arranging for their flights home 
in the next few weeks,” he told 
the Jordan Times. 
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Gulf war II and 
media images 

NOT since 1980, the year in which the Golf war broke out, 
did so many journalists show up in town at the same time. 
Most Jordanians welcome and value their presence amongst 
ns, especially at this difficult and sensitive time. Particularly 
welcoming of this elite international group, though, are 
fellow Jordanian hacks, to use the popular term for 
journalists in America and Britain. 

Hacks, the word, means many things. But in its rela- 
tionship to journalists it has only a small range of meanings . 
From “a horse let out for common hire” to “a hone wane 
worn out in service** to “one who forfeits in d i vid ua l 
freedom of action or professional integrity In exchange Car 
wages or other assured reward; esp: a writer who work s 
mainly for hire.** 

Where we and they, our Arab and in tern a t i onal col- 
leagues, fit in those definitions, and whether they include all 
print and other media people (men and women), we do not 
know. What we do know is that we afl are hi the same boat, 
and everybody is trying to pot in some hard work and effort 
to inform the world’s public opinion. 

Some may do It better than the others. But we all have oar 
different ways in looking at the news and the analysis sad in 
writing them to our listeners, viewers and readers. 

Differences in presenting the news diminish or grow when 
the reports and tapes reach their final destinations. It then 
becomes a decision for the editors back home to Bt their 
copies in with the overall picture that nay giv en co unt r y or 
society may have formulated of the particular sftnation. 

Reporters everywhere often complain that their piec es 
end up to be quite different from what was originally 
intended. Among the pool of journalists who have been 
reporting out of Amman, such complaints have not bfwi 
unheard of, especially from American and some other 
European reporters. 

Desk editors in New York and Washington and London 
may be too busy interpreting and accommodating their 
governments’ and public opinions to make p good use of their 
reporters’ work onto their front pages. Or it is also common 
for those editors to think that the world begins and aids 
with the political situation in their countries, and to play 
their media images accordingly. ^ 

Needless to say that the strong media presence in Jordan 
has had a positive impact on necessary attempts to give the 
West and the rest of the world the other side of the stray. 
But much more needs to be done in order to explain to them 
that the problem in the Gulf is just a pocket-book crisis. The 
whole international community has to understand that it is 
infinitely easier and safer to pay $1.50 fra a gallon of petrol 
than to lose oil and endanger world peace and security 
altogether. 

It is imperative to understand that Gulf war II (the first 
lasted right years and claimed the lives of over a millkxi 
human beings) would be a real catastrophe. 


Economic Forum 


fy Dr. AbdafiaMfi&L 


Arabs need to sell oil more than West’s need to buy it 



A rejection of Saddam Hussein's initiative to end the Gulf Crisis 
on the part of the United States and Israel was expected under die 
present circumstances and as the war drums in the West are being 
beaten, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday. Both are declared 
enemies of the Arab Nation and both would do anything in their 
power to keep the Arabs weak and divided, the paper said. But 
what about a European nation like France which has maintained 
strong ties with the A^'t World, and what about the European 
Community of nations whicn _ave always supported right and 
justice? Asks the paper. We want to see the Europeans trying to 
solve the problem and not to further complicate matters, and we 
would like China and the Soviet Union to help in this endeavour, 
the paper hoped. It said that Moscow is regrettably under the 
spell of Washington, and is restricted in its actions, but still it can 
■ take a stand to deter others from complicating the sitnation, and 
can help impose international legitimacy at all times. Saddam 
Hussein’s initiative, added the paper, is viewed by the peace- 
loving people as a means of restoring stability and peace 
throughout the Middle East region. This initiative is also a way of 
harnessing the U.S. -Zionist-imperialist drive to impose hegemony 
on the Arabs and to bring destruction to their land, the paper 
noted. It said for their part, the Arab masses are determined to 
sacrifice their souls in defence of their soil and in kicking out of 
the invaders from their territory. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily cautions readers to be careful 
about spending and urges them to rationalise their consumption 
under the present circumstances and in view of the looming 
dangers. Bader Abdul Haq says that no one wants to see invaders 
coming into Arab land imposing their will on us, and therefore, 
we are to make ready for all eventualities and for all events by 
starting to economise and to avoid hoarding of food supplies. One 
must be ready to confront the enemy by living within bis own 
means and accepting simple life, and one should give up excessive 
spending and make ready to deal with more difficult times ahead 
of us, the writer adds. He criticises those citizens who rush to the 
shops and stores trying to buy as much food supplies as possible, 
and in quantities.far exceeding their needs for weeks to come. He 
says that difficult times are a trial period for the people who 
should be reasonable in their behaviour, in their life style and in 
dealing with circumstances. To show love for one’s country 
requires sacrifice and reason, and also sensible reaction to the 
events, says the writer, because he adds all of us are threatened 
and ail of us need to cooperate to fend off the danger. 

By deciding to intercept aB Iraqi vessels and those carrying 
supplies to Iraq on the open seas, Washington has thus involved 
itself in very dangerous position and taken die Gulf region into an 
explosive stage, said Al Dustour Arabic daily Tuesday. The result 
of such rash action, said the paper, can only bring about more 
dangers and further risks not only to the Gulf area but to those 
invoived in the current crisis and foreign powers. 


Any neutral, fair and objective 
observer who wait through 
some of the leading articles 
and commentaries of Amer- 
ican and other Western media 
during the last two weeks can 
easily come to the conclusion 
that Mr. Bush has over-reacted 
to the take-over of Kuwait by 
Iraq. Western media subjected 
Mr. Bush to a dreadful amount 
of instigation which no normal 
person can tolerate without 
dancing to the cries of war 
made by the media. Readers 
who may dispute or doubt that 
must read, for example, the 
article titled “U.S. can and 
must stop Saddam” written by 
Ms. Karen E. House in the 
Wall Street Journal on Aug. 6, 
1990 (p6). In this extraordi- 
narily fiery article, Ms. House 
(the vice president, interna- 
tional, of Dow Jones & Go., 
publisher of the Wall Street 
Journal) called for the blood of 
President Saddam even if be 
pulls the Iraqi for ces out of 
Kuwaiti Obviously, die very 
highly charged atmosphere 
which accomp an ied the Kuwait 


crisis was an opportunity taken 
by some very bad-intentioned 
journalists mid columnists to 
promote certain non-economic 
ends and objectives under an 
economic guise. The main 
theme they wickedly and im- 
morally exploited was that 
Saddam b threatening the free 
flow of ofl at tolerable prices, 
which is a vital int er est to the 
West, or so goes the argument 
of die instigation mongers. 
This b truly rubbish. 

To all Arab ofl producing 
countries, including Iraq, oil b 
a staple export commodity that 
must be exported. If Iraq, or 
any other oil producing Arab 
country, does not export its oil, 
its economy will be crippled. 
The fact Bush administra- 
tion chose to for c e a ban on ofl 
imports from Iraq and Kuwait 
proves this viewpoint beyond 
doubt. 

If the free flow of oil b a 
vital interest to the West, it b 
more so to Arab countries, 
Iraq. Arabs produce 
oil for the sole purpose of 
— it because otherwise 


Camping 

By AB Malhas 


The writer , a Jordanian bosiness- 
man based in Amman contri- 
buted the above article to the 
Jordan Times. 

MANY generations in our per- 
turbed region, have been 
through various types of com- 
plex and rather inexplicable 
v e r s i ons of continuous turmoil. 
The company has always en- 
sured that if one dispute is 
resolved, an immediate con- 
tingency plan is installed to 
bring the situation to square 
one of the original problem. 


Consequently, we became 
some what perplexed ex p e rts 
in politics, geopolitics, buffer 
zones, stalemates, conflicting 
interests, and so on and so 
forth. Amidst the confusion, 
one eminent fret stood con- 
spicuous, which we, as the rest 
of the world, respected and 
accepted, “bi-camp world con- 
trol”. We were well aware that 
we bad to provide our alle- 
giance to either,” in order to 
be. 

Both camps were in dire 
need of our region’s ground 
riches to sustain their econo- 
mies. yet they knew in essence, 
that neither one could solely 
control this precious energy. 
As a result our area’s geogra- 
phy had to undergo a bismar- 


tbey butt tbemselvers more 
and before all other parties. 
And they mutt sell it to the 
world. But it does not really 
matter to whom they seD it 
Even if they sell oil to China, 
Taiwan, South Africa, etc, 
they end up selling it to the 
West from a technical and 
practical point of view. 

Economic analysts all over 
the world know very weU that 
the worid oil market b a dosed 
market and that it b almost a 
perfect one or very dose to 
that This hn pKat first, that o fl 

prices throughout tins market 
are eitheT identical or very 
dose to each other and, 
second, any quantities of ofl 
delivered to any part of tins 
market are automatically deli- 
vered to al! parts of it. Oil sold 
by, say, Arabs to, say, a coun- 
try in the East, say Korea, 
frees a corresponding quan t ity 
to be made available for 
another buyer, say, U.S.A. or 
Canada. Arabs, therefore, sell 
their oil to the West under afl 
circumstances; they can do no- 
thing else with it. Consequent- 


loan network that would allow 
both camps spheres of influ- 
ence and would sustain a deli- 
cate and an even flow of ofl to 
both, the Eastern satellites and 
toe Western industries. Such 
triangles of powers were Israel, 
Turkey and Iran, on one hand, 
and Egypt, Syria and Iraq on 
the other. Meanwhile, and to 
safeguard against a Syrian Ira- 
qi unity that could pause as a 
serious threat, the two coun- 
tries were kept apart despite 
their c omm on grounds, both 
Arabs and belonging to the 
same camp? 

Suddenly, Gorbachev’s 
perestroika and glassnost, 
emerged and disrupted some 
seventy years of communist 
criteria thus inducing a rapid 


ly, it must be said that the 
contained, free and smooth 
Sow of Arab oil to the West b 
a vital Arab interest- One- 
sided arguments like the one 
produced by commentators as 
Ms. Bouse are not only rub- 
bish but must be camnwflagfc 
for other, mostly political, 
doulsous and devious aims. 

The other side of the mb- 
leatfing argument that the price 
of oil has to be tolerable is also 
senseless and does not 
serious reasoniz^. The price of 
oil must be other low ($10-14 
for example), fair ($20-24) or 
very high ($50). The low price 
is not sustainable because al 
importers tend to overco m e ofl 
at these low prices. Demand is 
'thus boosted and the price b 
bid up. Alternatively, prodn- 
ceres cut production, toe supp- 
ly b depressed, the price edges 
up, and tends to move to toe 
fair level, that b the level 
justified by economic criteria. 
Tbe market itself will not toler- 
ate an unfair price. 

For opposite reasons, a high 
price ($50) is not sustainable as 


deterioration of tiie East camp, 
and an ultimate co mpa ny’s suc- 
cess and control. Jubilations 
reverberated aB over the globe 
and the eagle soared high. One 
by one, international conflicts 
were being resolved, and a 
noticeable amount of restruc- 
turing is taking place. As one 
camp prevailed rod the other 
vanished, all the easting 
geopolitical patterns had to be 
amended and double agents to 
be rendered redundant? Tbe 
necessity of a policeman in our 
region is no longer valid and 
the company once again 
erroneously disregarded oar 
region’s demand for a just 
and honourable peace, and 
undermines the audible pan 
Arab nationalistic calls. Pales- 


wdL Producers tend tx> over- 
produce and/or consumers cut 
their and, as experi- 

ence shows, energy-saving 
policies are applied while de- 
vetopmem of alternative ener- 
gy sources marches on. Of. 
c o urse , tins b not theoretical 
formulation but b, as yon must 
know, toe lesson of the eight- 
ies. This b why ofl producers 
dread high ofl prices as impor- 
ters do and have exposed tfrsm 
as enthusiastically as, or even 
more titan titan. In either 
case, low or, high, ofl prices 
tend to move towards the fair, 
that is tolerable, level and stay 
there or ffartnatr. around.it 
In line with the fluctuations in 
demand and supply. Thus all 
the verbal gimmicks relating to 
the tolerable and free flow of 
oil are dubious arguments 
winch do not stand logical tests 
and must conceal other objec- 
tives. 

The continued and smooth 
free flow of Arab 03 to the 
West b a vital Arab interest, 
nut less titan, bong a vital 
interest to toe .WesL The need 


tine and Lebanon, mere tri- 
vialities and cut wait? What a 
snlwmi mistake! 

As a result of tins arrogant 
poKgr,. soW we five in a se- 
rious crisis, one which 
ti a wltw the co mp an y’ s ofl. 
Tins triggers an immediate and 
an overwhelming . political 
mampatetion scheme and a 
stunning military build tip. 
Finally the company had to 
play the policeman rote and b 
in direct control of tbeiegon.- 
Unde Sam, once again is lead- 
ing his soldiers astray defend- 
ing die Arab’s honour? G- I. 
Joe b here to stay and will 
never p. . * 

In conclusion, my fellow 
Arab bre t hi e n and irrespective 
of your colour or rehgtoa, for 


of Arabs to produce mid sfn ofl [. 
to the West is more than the 
need of the West to boy (Arab) 
o£L Of course there were 
and there may be more 
time*, when oil flow b dis- 

rupted. But that is temporary 
and hurts Arab interests as 
modi 8S it might hurt Weston 
interests, vital or not. But toe; 
reason in- this case wifi be 
p ol itical. The main and perma- 
nent bone of contention -be^ 
tween the Arab World and the 
West, which has been sparking 
dispute fa the unsettled Palesti- 
nia n bane. The settlement of 
tins issue and not waging wars, 
a gains t tins or that Arab coun- 
try is what really guarantees' 
perpetual free flow of oil at 
tolerable prices. Wars only cre- 
ate new .bones of contention 
that lead again and again to ofl 
disruption or threaten tbe free' 
flow of ofl at tolerable prices. 
Why does the ' West fefl to 
undentand or insist to ignore 
riris - simple point? Ask . the 
media, hke the Observer of 
London, and certain Western 
authors, like K.E. House. -: 


the nuclear so called deterrent 
will not note the difference, it 
b dear and quite evident; that 
the maim crux b our oil, do. not 
be. fooled by .tiie company’s 
pledge to defend any Arab 

- regime. The camp is there to 
protect its interests, and .in 
doing so cadi and every. oneof 
os is dispensable. ‘ 

How do we tackle. this vola- 
tile situation? I see two pro- 

- d ominant sOhitkms. The first is 
very easy and tost, we should 
discard ouridentitiesand apply 
fra grero cards, tons becoming 
more brilliant stars on the flag. 
The other b estremety difficult 
and conld cost: us our useless 
lives, to stand tall with' each 
other strong and united and 
taka trim is rightfully^ ours.! 


‘Iraq sanction move in United Nations court’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We are under pressure from all 
sides... (from) those who want to 1 
tell us how to conduct our affairs 
and indeed subjectively with tbe 
situation to our east and Israel to 
the west,” be said in tbe interview. 

Crown Prince Hassan said the 
Kingdom, which respects the U.N. 
Chart er and considers its “resolu- 
tions as mandatory ... wiD suffer 
enormously when it applies sanc- 
tions.” He pointed out chat other 
countries, including Turkey, have 
sought co m pe ns ation under Article 
SO of the U.N. Charter when sanc- 
tions are applied. 

“Even Sri Lanka is scream- 
ing...,” the Crown Prince said, 
referring to an announcement by 
Colombo that it would disregard 
the sanctions since its tea exports 
to Iraq represents one of the major 
foreign ex chan ge revenues for the 
island. 

There is little doubt that Jordan 


holds the central key. perhaps the 
only one. to any reasonable success 
in the international sanctions 
against Iraq since Baghdad cannot 
hope to use the Gulf as a channel 
for exports and imports in tbe free 
of the naval blockade which is sooa 
becom in g a reality. Turkey has 
dosed its borders for transit of 
goods to Iraq and the Syrian-Iraqi 
border remains dosed since 1982. 
That leaves Jordan’s Aqaba as the 
only route left open for Iraq, which 
used the Red Sea port extensively 
during the eight years of war with 
Iran. 

Enforcing the sanction resolu- 
tion to the letter against Iraq, a 
major trade partner of Jordan, 
could not only undermine the 
(altering steps that tbe Kingdom 
gained and consolidated in the past 
18 months, but will also deliver a 
stunning blow to hopes e xpr es sed 
by senior officials and businessmen 


Civil defence seeks more role 


(Contented from page 3) 

tars, “not only because of citizens' 
negligence,’* bat also because 
municipalities enfo r c in g the bund- 
ing codes overlooked the require- 
ment for tbe budding of shelters. 

Ghol said that die department 
wiD embark on a campaign to train 
more people on civil defence 
duties. “Last year (1987) tbe Gvil 
Defence Department trained 
16,688 people on dvd defence 
matters,” he said, adtfing that peo- 
ple will be trained in the provisiot] 
of first aid, rescue operations, fixe 
fighting and managing people 
under em erg en cies. 

Asked whether factories were 
equipped with early warning sys- 
tems in case of fire, be said that 
only 18 out of 2,000 were equip- 
ped. He said tbe system req ui re s in 
addition to the electronic equip- 
ment tint relays the m essa g e to tiie 
department, a man to trigger the 
alarm. 

He said his department would 
soon start a media campaign to 
inform people of tbe physical dan- 
gers inherent in chemical w arfar e, 
bur said that his dep ar t men t was 
not frilly p repa re d to provide peo- 
ple until gas masks against chemic- 
al weapons. 

Gen. Ghol said: “There is no 
country that provides its people 

with masks for every c itiz en. Be- 
sides masks arc only useful for tbe 


period of three years.” 

However, Ghol said that his 
department was currently evaluat- 
ing a locally-manufactured mask 
that would be afforded by people. 
He did not wish to elaborate. He 
added that masks on their own 
were not enough, since some gases 
affect human skin. 

Former CDD chief Khalid 
Tarawneh confirmed masks were 
easy to make and could be manu- 
factured locally and at a low cost 
He said be had in the past asked 
for 250,000 masks but that hi* 
request was not met apparently for 
financial reasons. 

Also Tuesday Amman Governor 
Mohammad Ali Amin chaired a 
meeting for Amman Gvil Defence 
Council. 

Amin said that for civil defence 
purposes the governorate of Am- 
man was divided into 20 districts 
and that each district would have 
rescue and fire fighting units 
headed by the chiefs of local muni- 
cipal councils. 

He said that the council also 
decided to activate the people 
army to take its role in defence of 
the country. The governor st re s s e d 
tiie role of people in this regard 
and urged citizens not to be influ- 
enced by rumours and not stock- 
pile on foodstuffs, since food is 
available in s u f fi cie n t quantities. 


Thar tfae country, straining 
an S8.4 trillion" foreign debt bur- 
den, could be on the way to ccooo- “ 
mic recovery, *er<wtfing to most 
economic analysts. 

Iraq, which bought JD 124 m3- 
lion worth of Jordanian prod nets 
— mostly agriculture and light 
industrial items — representing 40 
per cent of all exports of the 
Kingdom in 1989, very much re- 
mains an export market for the 
Kingdom, particularly that many 
Jordanian industries are oriented 
towards tbe Iraqi consumer and 
ongoing efforts to diversify then- 
markets wiD take several more 
years to bear real fruit. Furth- 
ermore, any curtailing of Jordan’s 
exports to Iraq will contribute as 
much as 10 per cent to tbe growing 
unemployment in the Kingdom. 

In addition, port activities and 
transport would suffer as much loss 
as 70 per cent if Jordan applied the 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


sanctions, economists said. 

Iraq used Aqaba for part of its 
- ofl exports, mainly to Brazil, dor- 

1 "mg the ei|hi-year war, buLaccord- 
fog to analysts, indications from 
Baghdad point to a decision by 
Iraq that it could manage without 
any oil exports for some time. 

Jordan bought Iraqi products 
worth S214.7 mflfioc In 1989, 
almost 90 per cent of it in oD. 
according to statistics. In theory, 
Jordan, if it falls in line with the 
U.N. sanctions and bans imports 
from Iraq, there should not be a 
real problem, bet the clinch is that 
the Kingdom does not pay in cash 
for the imported Iraqi oil; Baghdad 
is repaying its debts, incurred dur- 
ing the war years. 

When Iran and Iraq went into a 
ceasefire in August 1988, the Iraqi 
debts to Jordan stood at $800 
million in government-to- 


govemment dealings and about 
$350 mQfian to the privWe sector. 
Since then, most of tiie private 
teftor debt, has-been paid off. and 
now Iraq owes about $320 m3fion 
in official debts to Jordan, and b 
paying in monthly consignments 
worth about $30 mflfion to $35 
mfffion in off. . 

“In essence, sw i tc hin g from Iraq 
to another oil source wiD meantiiat 
tiie Kingdo m vrifl have to produce 
hard currency worth $30 mfffiou to 
$35 million every month,” noted a 
senior finance Ministry official. 

US. stand 

What b left unsaid by the Ua- ' 
tied States, which is championing 
the push for anti-Iraq international 
sanctions, b how Washington 
would react to countries which 
reftise to tow its line. 

However, in the case of Jordan, 


iStvi e are tore, that -Jordan vriD" re- 
jpuut its cummifinffiit to the U.N. 
^footer end impose the unctions “ 
-fitokta scraw Ainerican officiaL 
“We do understand Jordm’s posi- 
tion and we are also .sure Jhat if 
p rope rty presented to" the U.N. 
body there woukt=be many-willfog 
ears, to fisten”. ' ■ r ” 

Israel , said Tuesday it was not 
“part of the international embar- 
go” on Iraq and that while it would 
like Jordan to join the siege against 
Iraq,, it will not launch any military 
moves against tiie Kingdom. 

But few appeared to take the 
Israeli “ass u ra n ce" seriously. The 
King himself has said that Israel 
may not be involved in the Gulf 
crias in the initial stages because it 
may alienate the Arab and Islamic 
states supporting tbe sanctions 
move but the Jewish state may 
come in at a later stage. 



Andy Capp 


Iran: Iraq should accept pact 


(CoBtbmed from page 1) 
giving Iran sovereignty over toe 
eastern half of the Shaft Al Arab 
border river. 

Tehran says toe accord is- in- 
violable. Baghdad has repudiated 
the pact, saying it was made 
under duress, and called fra res- 
toration of Iraqi control over the 
entire waterway winch is its main 
outlet to toe Gulf. 

Iran meanwhile rejected Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
p ropo sa l to link a settlement of 
the Gulf crisis with resolution of a - 


border dispute with Iran, Tehran 
Television reported. 

The broadcast quoted Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Morteza Sar- 
madi as saying that “finking toe 
with dr aw al of Iraqi troops from 
Iran to other international issues 
corresponds neither to interna- 
tional norms nor to Iraq’s alleged 
commitment to United Nations 
Resolution 598.” 
hi a statement Sunday, Sad- 
dam suggested that an problems, 
of occupation m tire Middle East 
be resolved together. 
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Big powers disown Gulf blockade 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies} 
— ^Several members ottheU-N. 
Security Council, inckKfing^scmjc 
U-S. allies, have distanced them- 
selves from Washington’s naval 
actions 'in the Gulf, - saying their 

own ships, were, there to monitor 

U^/smctHMsandnKto e n f or ce 
' them through Kblodode, council 
sources said. 

The-cmmal, which hist week 
passed stringent economic sane-, 
turns against Iraq, met for dosed-* 
door consultation* onr Monday. It 
■ wawjnot.'' ejected to take any 
immediate: action on the Gulf 
crisis^ but as one source said, “we 
think (the U.SL) got mes- 


Ei answer to questions. U.N. 
Secretary General Javier- Perez 
de Cuellar said a blockade could 
not be coiiadered a U-N. action 
but 'he said countries had the right 
to invoke U.N. charter provisions 
on “setf-defence.” 

Bnt be. (fid not comment cm 
when actions relating to “self- 
defence” impinge on action that 
necessitate . U.N. authorisation 
under international law. 

Several council members were 
reported to have been disturbed 
by'U.S.- assertions that Washing- 
ton was legally entitled to inter-' 
diet Iraqi ships in order to enforce 
the stringent sanctions passed by 


tbe-coa ndjL 

: They urged a council commit- 
tee, which i nclud es all members 
of the 15-nation body, to discuss 
compliance with sanctions by the 
end of the week. 

'• Canada, France and Soviet Un- 
ion were reported to have said 
they were monitoring the Gulf 
but at tins time not taking any 
unilaterai action, the sources 
said. Malaysia said sanctions first 
should have a chance to take bold 
and Cuba again castigated the 
United States for it£ actions, the 
-sources a dde d. 

“A lot of us feel there is no 
jurisdictional base in the U.N. 
resolution cm sanctions beyond 
asking a ship the nature erf its 
cargo and are warning a gainst 
doing anything hasty,” another 
council source said. 

The United States and Britain 
have ordered warships in the Gulf 
to intercept and board any vessel 
trying to break the U.N.- 
sponsored sanctions against Iraq 
for its take-over of Kuwait Aug 2. 
Other nations such as France 
have sent warships or enhanced 
their presence in the Gulf. 

The Bush administration has 
been reluctant to call the blocking 
of Iraqi commerce on high seas a 
blockade, which is tantamount to 
declaring a state of war. 

Echoing Secretary of State 


James Baker, the United States 
justified the naval operation 
under Kuwait’s formal request 
for a U.N. economic embargo on 
Iraq and Article SI of the U.N. 
Charter, which accords nations 
the right to defend themselves as 
well as the right to request assist- 
ance from others. 

Kuwait formally sent a letter, 
dated Aug 12, to Romanian 
Ambassador Are I Dragos Mun- 
teanu, this month's council presi- 
dent. saying it was exercising its 
rights under Article 51 and had 
“requested some nations to take 
such military or other steps as are 
necessary to ensure the effective 
and prompt implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 661 
(on sanctions)." 

India may seek protection from 
the Security Council for the stag- 
gering blow to its economy from 
the embargo on Iraq, a newspap- 
er reported Tuesday. 

In its report. The Hindu, a 
conservative daily, tiled an arti- 
cle of the U.N. Charter providing 
“mutual assistance in carrying out 
the measures” adopted by the 
council. 

Froeign Minister Elder Kumar 
Gujral, meanwhile, left for Mos- 
cow Tuesday where he will meet 
his Soviet and West German 
counterparts, and later will fly to 
the United States, apparently to 


discuss India's oil import prob- 
lem. 

Petroleum Minister M.S. 
Gurupadaswamy has said India 
must find alternative energy 
sources. Kuwait and Iraq sup- 
plied 40 per cent of India’s oil 
imports. 

India buys about S4 billion of 
petroleum a year. The oil crisis 
comes at a time when its foreign 
currency reserves have fallen to 
what international experts de- 
scribed as. a dangerously low 
level, just enough to cover one 
month’s imports. 

India's reaction to Iraq's take- 
over of Kuwait has been muted. 

The Indian embassy in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, said about 320 
Indians who had escaped across 
the border were being flown 
home Tuesday, the Hindustan 
Times reported. 

The Gulf problem has created 
a separate economic crisis in the 
west coast of Kerala, where the 
large Muslim community has sup- 
plied most of the Indian expatri- 
ates working in the Middle East. 

The Press Trust of India re- 
ported that remittances have 
dried up from the Gulf, depriving 
Kerala of a major source of in- 
come. It said the Keralites report 
remittances of about 5180 million 
a year, but more likely goes 
unreported. 


Gulf crisis produces war 
of words not spoken 


By Laurence McQoiQan 
Reuter 

KENNEBUNKPORT. Maine 
— For U.S. President George 
Bush and bis key aides, the 
confrontation with Iraq in the 
Gulf has produced a war of 
words not spoken. 

While Bush is willing to 
heap personal attacks on Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein — 
accusing him of brutality and 
of lying — the words “block- 
ade” and “hostage” do not 
pass his Ups in discussing the 
crisis. 

For diplomatic reasons, 
those two words have been 
stricken from the vocabulary 
of the president and members 
of his administration. 

Despite the fact that some 
Americans in Iraq have been 
rounded-up and detained in a 
hotel, a strict ban has been 
imposed on the word “hos- 
tage.” 

American officials acknow- 
ledge privately that they fear 
the use of the word would only 
make the situation worse. 


If the status of those being 
held against their will were to 
become that of hostages, the 
positions of the governments 
in Washington and Baghdad 
would harden — with dear 
winners and losers. It would 
undercut Washington's ability 
to seek their freedom because 
of Bush’s high-profile policy 
against negotiating with hos- 
tage takers. 

If their status remains mur- 
ky, their chances of eventually 
gaining freedom improves, 
U.S. officials believe.- 
When Secretary of State 
James Baker was asked about 
hostages Sunday, be defended 
the a dminis tration's refusal to 
utter “hostage.” 

“The Iraq government has 
not said they can leave if you 
will do thus and so,” he said on 
the ABC programme “This 
Week with David Brinkley.” 
“So that’s why we do not 
call them hostages,” he said. A 
day earUer, he told reporters 
he did not want to use “a word 
like that.” 

The word “blockade” car- 


ries complex implications, as 
well. Under international law, 
a blockade is an act of war. 

When reporters toss ques- 
tions at President Bush about 
the U.S.-led efforts to block 
Iraqi oil from passing through 
the Straits of Hormuz, be re- 
sorts to legalities as quickly as 
possible. 

“We were determined to 
fulfil the obligations that we 
have under Chapter VII of the 
United Nations,” Bush said on 
Sunday after emerging from a 
church service. 

Under fhe economic sanc- 
tions approved by the U.N. 
General Assembly, member 
nations are authorised to en- 
force the embargo on trade 
with Iraq and Kuwait, which it 
occupied Aug. 2. 

Later, when again asked ab- 
out a naval blockade. Bush 
said: “We felt that Chapter 
VII gave us broad authority, 
working in conjunction with 
others. " 

At a Saturday news confer- 
ence, Bush said the word 
“blockade” might upset some 
of the countries who back 


sanctions on Iraq, “so why do 
that?’* 

“I just am not one who 
flamboyantly believes in 
throwing a lot of words 
around, fm more interested in 
action,” he added. 

The authority to “blockade” 
is erected on soft legal ground. 
Other members of the Security 
Council do not believe the 13-0 
vote provides the legal basis 
for the use of naval force, and 
argue that an additional vote 
would be required. 

Baker Sunday became the 
administration's advocate for a 
substitute word — “interdic- 
tion.” 

“Let’s not use the word 
‘blockade’,” Baker said in a 
response to a question, “Let's 
simply say that we now have 
the ability, the legal basis, for 
interdicting those kinds of 
shipments.” 

He said “the legitimate gov- 
ernment of Kuwait” had re- 
quested help — a move that 
would activate another section 
of the U.N. charter to justify 
ways of enforcing the 
embargo. 


..Ships wait outside Aqaba ‘Blockade’ moves into place 


(Continued from page 1) 
definite indication whether the ves- 
sels ridmg on anchor outside Jordan’s 
territori a l waters were bolding back 
becaote Of die international sanctions 
ou Iraq or awaiting payment guaran- 
tees. “Most likely, payment seems to 
be the answer since it has been nine 
days since the U.N. voted the sanc- 
tions arid there was enough time for 
any vessel to divert its route away 
from Aqaba if the idea was not to 
offroad the cargo," said an official. 

Egyptian authorities meanwhile 
discounted reports that they were 
Uoddng the passage through Suez 
Canal of ships destined for Aqaba if it 
was., found that they were carrying 
cargo bound for Iraq. An official 
statement issued in Cairo, which has 
joined the American-led sanctions 
against L Baghdad, said Egypt re- 


mained committed to the Constanti- 
nople agreement governing passage 
through the Suez Canal. The agree- 
ment stipulates that Egypt would not 
allow ships belonging to or bound for 
any country at a state of war with 
Egypt to pass through the canal. 
Additionally. Egypt has also been 
denying nud ear -powered ships to 
mayat through Suez citing the pro- 
ximity of three major population cen- 
tres dong tile route — Suez, Alexan- 
dria and femafliya. However, Cairo 
has bent the rules to help the United 
States. ‘ 

‘ Some sources reported "unusual” 
Egyptian naval activity on the month 
of the Gulf of Aqaba, and it was not 
jnunediatety known whether it was 
related to a possible blockade of the 
Gtdf. in a move to prevent Iraqi 
exports and imports. 


‘Jordanians well and safe’ 


(Continued from page 1) • 

The source, who works on anoil 
rig. 440 katomctresfroni Kuwait, 
towards the Jraqi border added: 
:‘*Thfc ones wiffing to coodcmbube 
Iraqi action were the rich who 
stand to lose, or have their money 
retained. We, tbe common peo- 
ple, -we wish weB Cor afl Arabs." 

Asked whether , there was any 
resistance from the Kuwaiti side' 
Abu Zohair said that “there was 
little resistance at the beginning, 
then dungs calmed down.” Other 
sources contacted by the Jordan 
Tbnes said that there was no resistr 
ance at afl.” However, one Jorda- 
nian who bad returned Tuesday, 
said that there was resistance by 
youth who had got bold of arms 
aod were trying to fight- "They are 


& populated areas and the Iraqis 
* do not want to jeopardise civilians' 
Uvea, so they are left; afane.” . 

According to tidier iaurccs, cur- 
few is rarely imposed. 1 at. night. 

The border points at Urn A1 
’Aish, Rawdeten and AI Jahra (on 
the Kuwaiti -Iraqi border) are 
open. They added that there were 
no att e mpt s to stop people from 
crossing. 

*T freed no problems crossin g 
from Kuwait into Iraq,” said one 
source. “The passports were bare- 
ly checked.” 

Bflbero said a group of 30 
Kuwaiti policemen who sought re- 
fuge at the Jordanian diplomatic 
mission in Kuwait following the 
Iraqi mUiwy takeover of Kuwait 
bad “kft on their own will.” 


* (Continued from page I) 
from a channel in the Shah Allum 
Shoals in the central Gulf since 
the Iraqi vessel was seen there 
Monday. Iran mined shipping 
channels during its eight-year war 
with Iraq. 

The London-based Lloyd’s 
shipping intelligence unit con- 
firmed that the Middle East 
navigation aids sendee had issued 
a navigation warning Monday 
“after the U.S. navy observed an 
Iraqi freighter engaging in suspi- 
cious act south of Shah Allum 
Shoal.” 

A U.S. military source in 
Dubai said a helicopter observed 
a merchant ship Saturday in the 
vicinity of Shah Alhun but on 
doser investigation found that 
the ship was not laying mines. 

“The notice has since been 
rescinded and as of now there is 
no specific concern about mines 
in the Gulf/’ said the source, who 
refused to be', identified. 

Shipping sources isaid traffic in 
. tbcwqtexway was vgry light with 
'Kuwaiti ports and oil terminals 
closed since Aug. 2 and most 
owners wary of sending vessels 
into the Gulf. 

“This will make checking ships 
easier,” one executive said. 

The U.S. has nine warships 
inside the Gulf while Britain has 
three. Nine American warships, 
inducting an aircraft carrier, are 
outside the waterway and another 
six plus the Dwight D. Eisenhow- 


U.S. continues Gulf build-up 


(Continued from -page 1) 
There was no immediate con- 
firmation of the report in Damas- 
cus where officials have been 
reluctant to discuss the subject of 
Syrian participation in the Sandi- 
based force. 

Twelve of 20 Arab League 
members voted at the Cairo- 
hosted emergency Arab summit 
on Aug..; 10 zo respond to the 
Saudi Arabian call to press for an 
Iraqi pullout from Kuwait and 
bolster thff kingdom’s own de- 
fences in fece of the Iraqi buildup 
on the Kuwaiti borders. 

-Egypt resumed its airlift of elite 
combat troops to Saudi Arabia 
Wednesday. - The soldiers bore 
fewoffentibre anas but carried gas 
masks. 

The Egyptian government’s 
press office said Tuesday the 
military had scheduled, a pre- 
dawn departure for an unspeed- 
fied number of troops. 

About 3,000 Egyptian soldiers 
flew to Saudi Arabia over the 
weekend, military sources in 
Cairo said. 

Wednesday’s departures are 
the first of up to 2,000 reinforce- 
ments tbe soaroes said. They said 
the numbers could increase. 

Moroccan troops also have 
been arriving in Saudi Arabia, 
the dfyfomaiic sonxeese in Riyadh 
said. 

Pntastan is lakdty to send about ; 
5,000 combat tftoops to Saudi 
Arabia, according to an army 
source. - 

*T would say that about 5,000 
sokfiets fc about right,” the army, 
source said. 

Pakistan defence sources say 
the government does not want to 
commit large numbers of troops 
while tension is high on the bor- 
der with Xncfia over an uprising in 
disputed Kashmir. 

It is also reluctant to get too 
heavily involved in the Gulf crisis 
when about 100,000 Pakistanis 
live and work in Kuwait andlraq. 
But Islamabad would -not be. 


able 'to ignore a direct request 
from Saudi Arabia when it 
might need financial backing in 
return if the Kashmir dispute with 
India ends in war, one analyst 
said- - 

The news of Cheney’s second 
visit to the region this month 
tame as* U.S. defence officials 
said the navy will send a fourth 
aircraft carrier next week to join 
a massive U.S. force of troops, 
aircraft and warships. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Pete Williams said Cheney 
would visit American troops and 
was expected to meet with Saudi 
officials and possibly visit other 
countries in the region before 
returning home Tuesday of next 
week. 

Williams also told rep o rters in. 
a briefing that the Pentagon was 
drawing up plans for U.S. 
warships in die northern Arabian 
Sea, Gulf and Red Sea to halt any 
sh ipme nts of oil or other cargo 
leaving or entering Iraq. 

“I am told that we are tracking 
ships in the region,” he said, 
adding that the plan would prob-’ 
ably include an international 
effort beaded by the United 
States. 

But Williams did not say bow 
wa r shi ps from Britain, France, 
Canada, the Soviet Union and 
other countries might take part in 
Tgbch an effort, which the- White' 
House has refused to - call a 
“blockade.” 

Defence officials who asked 
not to be identified said die air- 
craft carrier John F. Kennedy and 
its 80 warplanes would leave Nor- 
folk, Virginia, next week on a 
“routine” deployment to replace 
the carrier Eisenhower, now in 
tiie Red Sea. 

Cheney warned' Iraq Tuesday 
that U.S. forces had a “wide 
range” of options to respond to 
any chemical arms attack by Iraq 
in the Gulf. 

He said Bosh would mains the 
final derision on retaliation. 
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er aircraft carrier at the entrance 
to tiie Red Sea. 

Washington has declined to call 
-its action a blockade and Britain’s 
royal navy was equally reticent. 
A spokesman in London con- 
firmed the frigate questioned the 
Glory but described it as routine 
rather than an interception. 

Iran and Iraq both sowed 
mines in the Gulf during their 
1980-88 war and dozens of ships 
were damaged. The United 
States was the last foreign power 
to withdraw minesweepers from 
tbe region in 1989. 

Western naval sources said 
foreign minesweepers would start 
returning to the Gulf in three 
weeks. Three from Britain were 
expected to be among the first to 
get there. 

Shipping sources said Western 
navies with advanced radar could 
easily intercept potential 
sanctions-busters. “Even Iran 
-with primitive boats managed to 
question and turn away, ships 
' carrying goods for Iraq during the 
war,” one executive said. 

Iran largely denied. Iraq use of 
the Gulf by checking ships at the 
Strait of Hormuz for cargo des- 
tined for Iraq or for Kuwait, then 
used as a transit port. 

There has been no firm word as 
yet about the nature of the com- 
mand that will direct the various 
units of the multinational force in 
which the Americans are tbe 
giant contributors. 


The story of an Israeli 
looking at Palestinians closely 


The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
An Israeli soldier stares through 
binoculars to penetrate the priva- 
cy of a Palestinian home. He sees 
laundry billowing in the breeze, 
falls secretly in love with a young 
Palestinian woman and witnesses 
a tragic explosion. 

In the scenes from the new 
"movie “Lookout," tbe soldier is. 
largely a passive observer who' 
reacts violently in the end. 

Director Dina Zvi Riklis says 
her intent was to shake Israelis 
out of their complacency about 
the 31-month-okl Palestinian up- 
rising. 

The film, the latest in a series 
of Israeli movies on the Palesti- 
nian conflict, won the $5,000 Gol- 
den Dove Award as the best short 
fflm at the Jerusalem film festival, 
in July. 

It starts with an anonymous 
soldier in a lookout post above a 
neighbourhood In the occupied 
Gaza Strip. He twists a radio’s 
dial to the station whose Hebrew 
news and chatter, along with U.S. 
and Israeli rock music, will be 
almost the only sound for the 
film's 28 minutes. 

Ms. Riklis ’ camera shows the 
fife of a Palestinian family 
through the eyes of the brown- 
haired reservist in his late 20s. - 


A Palestinian father builds a 
pigeon coop atop his roof, and his 
son sets free the birds. On the 
street, two soldiers confiscate a 
soccer ball from Palestinian boys. 

As the soldier looks down on 
tbe dusty streets in Gaza, the 
radio disc jockey brightly 
announces, “a day on the 
Mediterranean. We love the 
weather here.” 

The soldier’s glance is drawn 
across the street to an old Arab 
house built of stones with arched 
windows. A 7-year-okl boy lives 
there with his teen-age sister, 
innocent and stunningly 
beautiful. 

The girl knows she is being 
watched and seductively lingers 
near her window. In his only 
descent from tbe lookout post, 
the soldier walks by the house 
and encounters the girl. They 
stare into each other’s eyes but do 
not speak. 

When tbe girl marries a Palesti- 
nian activist, she changes. Her 
dark, lush hair is covered by a 
scraf in Muslim fashion. The hus- 
band doses the bedroom window 
shutters, blocking the soldier's 
view. 

In the living room, tbe family 
watches a television news report 
showing troops savagely beating 
Arabs. A youth unfurls a Palesti- 
nian flag. 

The soldier’s only line in the 


movie comes as troops raid the 
house and arrest the woman’s 
father. 

“I didn’t see anything,” the 
soldier says into his army radio to 
the squad of soldiers arresting the 
father. 

In the g ripp i ng climax, the 
woman’s husband sends her 
brother to deliver a package to 
the father as he returns from a 
military lockup. 

An army patrol appears, and 
the boy hurriedly tosses aside the 
package. It explodes. The boy 
dies before his father's eyes. 

Now the lookout’s passivity 
ends. He stares at the boy’s limp 
body, raises his rifle and shoots 
dead the young husband. 

In an eerie epilogue, the 
Palestinian woman paces her 
porch months later singing to her 
newborn child, still watched by a 
lookout. Bnt the reservist is gone. 
A different, wide-eyed soldier 
gazes on. 

For Israelis, Ms. Riklis* film 
presents the unfamiliar world of 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
juxtaposed with the familiar chat- 
ter of an Israeli radio show. 

“Radio is almost tbe second 
voice of tbe nation. It is still not a 
medium of entertainment here, 
but taken very seriously,” said 
popular disc jockey Don Ben- 
Zeev, whose show was on the 
soundtrack. 


Ms. Riklis explains her intent 
this way: “what the soldier sees is 
a story. What he hears on the 
radio is reality. I wanted to take a 
difficult situation and hit the au- 
dience with our indifference. 

“The events (in the territories) 
are the same, only we get used to 
hearing them and they don't 
phase ns anymore,” she said. 

She plans to have the newcasts 
translated to save the contrast for 
showings abroad. “Lookout” is 
already scheduled for the Edin- 
burgh Film Festival later this 
year, and Ms, Riklis hopes to 
have it shown at other festivals. 

She funded the film with 
$10,000 of her own money and 
$20,000 from the Tel Aviv fund, 
which finances artistic products. 
Ms. Riklis said she does not plan 
to release the movie commercial- 
ly because of its 30-minute 
length. 

The film is more a mix of 
documentary with drama than 
two other recent Israeli films that 
focus on relations with Palesti- 
nians. 

“Green Fields," winner of the 
feature-film award at the 1989 
Jerusalem festival, follows an 
Israeli family on a violent journey 
in the West Bank. “One of ours," 
Israel's entry in this year’s U.S. 
academy awards, is about the 
slaying of a Palestinian prisoner. 
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U.S. holds on to beat Argentina 
at world basketball games 


Agassi, Chang to face 
Austria in Davis Cup 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — It seemed the Argentine 
fans had come to watch the wrong 
sport. 

A packed house at 6,500-seat 
Luna Park sang and danced and 
cheered, especially when Argen- 
tina cut into a huge United States 
lead Monday night. '* 

But this was a quarterfinal 
game of the World Basketball 
Championships, not a World Cup 
soccer final, and the United 
States held on to win 104-100. 

"I always thought soccer was 
the number one sport down 
here,” said Kenny Anderson, 
who led the United States with 32 
points. “It was kind of crazy. I 
was just glad to get out there with 
a win.” 

Calling the atmosphere kind of 
crazy was like saying Argentina 
kind of came back. 

The United States led 88-66 
with 8:17 to play and it seemed 
like the quarterfinals were off to a 
good start for the U.S. team, 
which went 3-0 in qualifying- 
round play. 

Argentm hit six 3-pointers 
down the stretch and American 
shooting, which was 22-fdr-31 in 


the first half, cooled down. All of 
a sudden, there was a dose game 
at Luna Park. 

“The Argentine team was 
fenastic in the last six minutes,” 
U.S. coach Mike Kizyzewski 
said. “They were excellent 
throughout, but especially in the 
last six minutes. When a team is 
that hot, the only way to play 
defence is to keep the ball out of 
their bands.” 

The United States plays Au- 
stralia, which lost to Puerto Rico 
89-79, Tuesday. The last 
quarterfinal-round game for the 
United States will be Puerto Rico 
Wednesday. I 

The top two teams from each 
of the two four-team quarterfinal 
groups will advance to Friday’s 
semifinals. The other group in- 
cludes the Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia, which won Monday, 
Greece and Brazil. 

In other games Monday, the 
Soviet Union beat Greece 75-57, 
Yugoslavia pounded Brazil 105- 
86 and Puerto Rico downed Au- 
stralia 89-79. 

George Torres scored 26 points 
for Puerto Rico, which won de- 
spite blowing an 18-point first- 


Pierce, Frazier win at 
Los Angeles tennis games 


MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali- 
fornia (AP) — Ninth-seed Amy 
Frazier needed nearly two hours 
to defeat Argentina's Mercedes 
Paz 6-2, 3-6, 6-1 in the first round 
of the Virginia Slims of Los 
Angeles tournament. 

Frazier, of Rochester Hills, 
Michigan, dropped the last five 
games of the second set to Paz 
but regrouped in the final set to 
win. 

Hie top eight seeds received 
first-round byes in the $350,000 
tournament. 

Wild card entry Mary Pierce, a 
Floridian who now resides in 
France, rolled to a 6-0, 6-2 win 
over Andrea Temesvari of Hun- 
gary. 

The match dragged on for 73 
minutes as Pierce drew a point 
penalty for delaying the match. 

The 15-year-old Pierce, who 
won the first seven games of the 
match, initially drew a warning 
from chair umpire Jan Ryan for 
taking too much time toweling off 
between points. 

The pace of the match con-' 
firmed to crawl in the final game, 
with the players reaching deuce 
eight times. Pierce had wasted 
four match points when she got 
into a lengthy argument with 
Ryan after the umpire docked her 
a point for delaying the match. 

The teen-ager needed two 
more match points to put Temes- 
vari away, and the crowd booed 
as she left the court. 

“My grip was soaking wet and 
the sweat was leaving marks on 
my glasses,” Pierce said after- 
wards. “I don’t understand why 
the crowd tinned against me. The 


referee said I was supposed to 
play at the pace of the server, and 
I have 20 seconds to get in posi- 
tion. I know the rale. 

“There was nothing I could do 
about it. I had to towel off.” 

No. 15 seed Gigi Fernandez of 
Aspen, Colorado, defeated 
Nathalie Herreman of France 7- 
5, 6-1. 

Two seeded players were upset 
in the first round. Florenda 
Lab at of Argentina downed 16th- 
seed Claudia Porwik of West 
Germany 2-6, 6-2, 7-5, and 
Sweden’s Caterina Lindqvist eli- 
minated Lori McNeil of Houston 
6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 

McNeil was given an unnum- 
bered seeding after no. 10 seed 
Barbara Paulus withdrew from 
the tourney. 

Making a comeback is un- 
seeded Stephane Rehe of High- 
land, California; who won her 
first round match against Betsy 
Nagelsen of Kapalua Bay, 
Hawaii, 64,6-3. - . .. 

It was Rehe’s second match 
since re t u rni n g to tennis after ' 
being Injured in a 1988 auto 
accident. She lost to Steffi Graf 
last week at the Great American 
Tennis Classic in San Diego. 

In other first-round matches, 
Bettina Fulco of Argentina defe- 
ated France’s Karine Quentrec 
6-2, 5-7, 6-1, and Isabelle De- 
mongeot of France eliminated 
Tamaka Takagi of Japan 64, 6-3. 

Dinky Van Rensbuig of Great 
Neck, New York, downed Ann 
Grossman of Grove City, Ohio, 
and Tami Whitlinger of Neenah, 
Wisconsin, beat Elna Reinach of 
South Africa 64), 64. 


Cash moves to 2nd round 
at Volvo International 


NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 
(AP) — They are two 25-year-old 
players trying to regain their old 
form, and their paths crossed in 
the first round of the Volvo Inter- 
national. 

Australian Pat Cash defeated 
14th-seeded Mats Wilander, 1-6, 
7-5, 6-3, Monday night after get- 
ting into the tournament as an 
alternate when four other players 
withdrew. He now advances to 
the second round. 

“It’s very hard and very, very 
frustrating coining back,” said 
Cash, who sustained an injury to 
his Achilles tendon in 1989 that 
knocked him off the circuit for 10 
months. 

“You just can't walk on the 
courts and start beating these 
guys,” the 1987 Wimbledon win- 
ner said. 

Cash’s serve-and-voliey game 
got off to a sputtering start, and it 
looked like Wilander would dis- 
patch his opponent in two quick 
sets. Wilander broke Cash’s serve 
twice to win the first set 6-1 as 
Cash hit one volley after another 
into the net or wide. 


Butragueno could be benched 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Real 
Madrid’s Emilio “the vulture” 
Butragueno, who gained fame 
during Spain’s 1986 World Cop 
campaign, may be relegated from 
starting status when the Spanish 
season opens on Sept. 2. 

After sitting out most of Real 
Madrid’s first two exhibition 
matches, Butragueno’s first com- 
plete game ended badly Sunday 
when he shot wide in a penalty- 
kick shootout and handed Lazio 
of Rome a victory at a tourna- 
ment in southern Spain. 

Mexican Hugo Sanchez vol- 
leyed a baQ for a goal in the final 


seconds of overtime to give Mad- 
rid a 1-1 tie after West German 
Rail Heinz Riedle broke open a 
scoreless deadlock in die' 99th 
minute of play. 

Butragueno rocketed to 
national hero status during the 
World Cup in Mexico when he 
scored a record-tying four World 
Cap goals in Spain's 5-1 second- 
round victory over Denmark. 
Spain was eliminated by Belgium 
in the quarterfinals of penalty 
kicks. 

But a goalless p erfo r m ance in 
this past summer’s World Cup in 
Italy raised doubts about the 27- 
year-old’s touch. 


half lead.. 

A 3-pointer by Torres with 
11:50 left in the first half gave 
Puerto Rico a 26-8 lead. But 
Australia, which got 25 points 
from Andrew Gaze, cut the de- 
ficit to 42-38 at the half and led 
twice early in the second half. 

Torres broke a 56-56 tie and 
gave Puerto Rico the lead for 
good with a 3-pointer with 11:19 
to play. That started a 14-2 run 
that put Puerto Rico in charge 
with seven minutes to go. 

Yugoslavia 105, Brazil 86 

Drazen Petrovkr, one of four 
National Basketball Association 
players on die roster, scored 27 
points as Yugoslavia manhandled 
Brazil, which had little to support 
Oscar Schmidt’s 40-point per- 
formance. 

Yugoslavia, which won the 
gold medal in the recent Good- 
will Games, led 5241 at the half, 
then went on a 25-12 run in the 
first eight minutes of the second 
half. Petrovic, a guard for the 
Portland Trail Blazers, had four 


3-pointers during that surge. 

Toni Kukoc of the Chicago 
Bulls had 20 points and eight 
assists, Zarko Paspalj of the San 
Antonio Spurs added 19 points 
and eight rebounds, and Vlade 
Divac of the Los Angeles Lakers 
had 14 points and eight rebounds. 

Soviet Union 75, Greece 57 

Alexander Volkov had a layup 
and a 3-pointer during a 15-0 run 
midway through the second half 
that lifted the Soviet Union past 
Greece. 

Two free throws by PanoGian- 
naJris midway through the second 
half brought Greece to within 
5149. Over the next six minutes, 
the Soviets charged to a 6649 
advantage. 

Volkov, who plays for the 
Atlanta Hawks and is one of four 
Soviets who played for the team 
that woo the 1988 Olympic gold 
medal, finished with 23 points, 15 
rebounds and six assists. 

Pane Giannakis led Greece 
with 22 points, although he mis- 
sed 17 of 22 shots, including all 
seven from 3-point range. 


Novacek retires from U.S. 
Hardcourt Championships 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Czechoslovakia’s Karel Novacek 
was the first seeded player to be 
eliminated in a first- round match 
of the U.S. Men's Hardcourt 
Championships. 

Novacek, the 10th seed, retired 
after falling behind France's 
Thierry Champion 6-2, 3-1. 

‘Tm not feeling well. My sto- 


mach is very upset," Novacek 
said. “I think it was what I ate for 
breakfast at the hotel yesterday. I 
felt ill all day and I was sick all 
night.” 

Novacek opened the second set 
by holding service. But Cham- 
pion won the next three games, 
prompting Novacek to call it a 
day. 


But Cash's performance steadi- 
ly improved in the second set, 
and he broke Wilander’s serve to 
avoid a tiebreaker and win 7-5. 

Wilander lost bis next serve in 
the third set and Cash went on to 
a 6-3 victory to take the match. 

Cash said the time off actually 
gave him the opportunity to re- 
fine his skills. 

“I just have to get used to 
playing under pressure now,” he 
said, adding, “Tm really looking 
forward to next year." 

Wilander took time off from 
tennis this year to be with his 
ailing father, who died in Jane. 
He said he was not discouraged 
by losing the match. 

“You've got to give yourself 
time. Hopefully, some day HI 
come back and win a couple 
matches,” said the Swede, who 
has admitted losing his intensity 
after winning the French and 
U.S. Opens in 1988. 

Like Cash, Wilander said he is 
still for from his old form. 

He said one problem may be 
that he is dwelling too much on 
his layoff. 


ZURICH (R) — Leroy Barren 
chases the world 100 metres re- 
cord while Kenya's finest hunt 
each other at Wednesday's 
Zurich Grand Prix, the world’s 
richest athletics meeting. 

Organisers have promised a 
kilogramme of gold to any athlete 
beating a world record, a feat 
Burrell considers well within his 
grasp. 

“Eve heard of the fast trade 
here and I’m going to go for the 
Iftnid record,” Burrell told re= 
porters Monday. 

Burrell and his fellow Amer- 
ican Michael Johnson, who runs 
over 200 metres here, have 
turned on some spectacular per- 
formance in Europe this year. 

So too have the extraordinary 
Kenyans, who are out in force for 
the high point of the European 
season. 

The Zurich meeting, with its 
heady mix of hot weather, a fast 
track, pins handsome appearance 
and prize money, has traditional- 
ly crammed an Olympic class 
programme into a single evening. 

Wednesday will be no excep- 
tion. 

The feature race was to have 
been between Burrell and his 
Santa Monica Track Club team 
mate Carl Lewis, the Olympic 
100 metres champion and world 
record holder. 

Lewis has since pulled a ham- 
string and although he is expected 
to be present for the meeting he is 
unlikely to compete. 

In his absence Burrell takes on 
Olympic silver medallist Linford 
Christie, whose dream of becom- 
ing the world number one this 
year is already over. 

Burrell has beaten the Com- 
monwealth champion three times 
this season and even if the Briton 
were to win Wednesday statisti- 
cians are unlikely to rate him 
ahead of the American. 

Kenyans have packed the 
middle-distance events with no 
fewer than five emtered for the 
800 and steeplechase specialists 
Julius Kariuki and William Mut- 
wol taking part in the 5,000. 

William Tanui, who devastated 
a field including five Olympic 
finalists in Brussels last Friday, 
runs the 800, while Yobes 
Ondieki, another Brussels win- 
ner, again races Olympic cham- 
pion John Ngngi in the 5,000. 

The 110 metres hurdles assem- 
bles the Olympic, world and 
Commonwealth champions in 
Roger Kingdom, Greg Foster and 
Cohn Jackson as well as Renaldo 
Nehemiah, the first man to break 
13 seconds. 

American Batch Reynolds, 
who shattered the world record 
here two yean ago, runs the 400 
metres while Evelyn Ashford re- 
turns to die track where she 
broke the women’s world 100 
metres record six years ago. 

In the field, the organisers have 
arranged a special javelin com- 
petition to allow Britain’s world 
record holder Steve Backley a 
final outing before the European 
Championships, while American 
world record bolder Randy 
Barnes competes in ti»e shot put. 

Meanwhile Roger Kingdom re- 


turns to Zurich Wednesday 
where be set the world 110-metre 
hurdle record last year. However 
he has other things on his mind 
now. 

“My mind can’t possibly be 100 
percent cm track when my wife is 
going to have a baby,” Kingdom 
said. 

In feet the baby is expected this 
week, as Kingdom competes in 
the Weltklasse meet where he ran 
his world record of 12.92 last 
fear. 

“I don't feel any pressure going 
bade to Zurich,” Kingdom said. 
“Because when you have two 
gold medals, been the best track 
and field athlete, and you have a 
world record, the only thing the 
others can take away Is the world 
record.” 

This year. Kingdom is finding it 
difficult to maintain the competi- 
tive edge that won him all those 
laurels. After winning the Olym- 
pic hurdles in 1984 and 1988, 
setting a world record and being 
named Track and Field News’ 
Athlete of the Year, Kingdom 
has to explain why his results 
haven't bom as brilliant as they 
were in 1989. 

“People haven’t paid attention 
that Fm coming back from an 
injury,” Kingdom said before 
competing at a Monaco meet 
where he came in fifth, another 
one of a series of setbacks recent- 
ly. 

After a hamstring injury, ■ 
Kingdom was beaten a number of 
times this season. 

This year he’s decided to do the 
best he can, and to focus on the 
World Championships next year 
in Tokyo. 

“Fm happy to see what I’ve 
done, but it’s hard to always stay 
concentrated,” Kingdom said. 
“You have to travel a lot, and at 
the same time try to live a normal 
life,” he said. 

But since the beginning of his 
international career, and its 
obligatory travel. Kingdom bas 
learned to appreciate the diffe- 
rent countries he goes to. 

“I love Italy, for it’s pasta and 
all the food. Monaco, because I 
like gambling, but Fve calmed 
down on that. Zurich is nice 
because it's the town where I set 
the world record, and Berlin is 
full of tradition in the sport,” be 
says. 

“London is the only town that I 
don’t like too much. But basically 
because of the weather," he says. 

Almost 29 years ago. Kingdom 
insists that age isn’t a handicap in 
the sport “In track, age Is not a 
problem. If it was, why isn't 
(Colin) Jackson winning every- 
thing, since be is the youngest?” 
asked Kingdom. 

Jackson, 23, bas tins season's 
fastest time at 13.08 but still 
hasn’t beaten Kingdom in a ma- 
jor championship. 

By the time Kingdom is 30 he 
hopes to ran in both the World 
Championships in Tokyo and the 
1992 Olympics Gaines in Barcelo- 
na. 

’Tm getting prepared for those 
events, to prove I can stiU'be on 
the top,” he said. ' 


NEW YORK (R) — Andre 
Agassi will return to the U.S. 
Davis Cup team to partner 
Michael Chang in the singles 
matches against Austria in next 
month's semifinals, the U.S. Ten- 
nis Association has announced. 

Ride Leach and Jim Pugh, the 
world’s top-ranked pairing, will 
play the doubles in the dash in 
Vienna from Sept. 21 to 23. 

Agassi, 20, the world’s fourth- 
ranked player, has apparently 
patched up his feud with Davis 
Cup Captain Tom Gorman and 


will be malting his 1990 Davis 
Cup debut. He boasts a record of 
7-2 in Davis Cup singles matches. 

Chang, who last year became 
the youngest winner of the 
French Open at 17, has been 
malting steady progress this year 
since returning to action after a 
serious hip injury. Now ranked 
% 10th in the world, he has played 
once before in the Davis Cup, 
winning both matches. 

Leach and Pugh have won 
three doubles tides this year, 
including Wimbledon. 


U.K.’s Cram wins 1,500 m 
after a year’s absence 


GROSSETO, Italy (R) — Bri- 
tain’s Steve Cram ended a year’s 
absence from top-flight competi- 
tion through injury with a com- 
fortable 1,500 metres victory m 
an international athletics meeting 
in Grosseto. 

Cram, who has been dogged by 
calf and Achilles tendon injuries, 
finished in a relatively slow three 
minutes 35.98 seconds but his 
performance justified the faith of 
the British selectors who picked 
him for the European Cham- 
pionships in split. 

The 29-year-old Cram, Euro- 
pean champion in 1982 and 1986, 


took the lead at the bell and went 
on to win by 25 metres from 
Italy's Davide Tirelli. 

The easy victory was a wel- 
come boost to his self-confidence 
ahead of the European Cham- 
pionships later tins month.” 

Said Cram: “I came here to run 
3:37 or 3:38 so I have to be 
satisfied. 

Cram, looking comfortable and 
relatively untroubled by the heat 
and wind, tucked into second 
place for die first three laps but 
broke away just after the bell to 
stride out alone for the final 400 
metres. 


Irish horse racing gets 
much needed shot in arm 


Burrell to chase record 
at Zurich Grand Prix 


By Paul Majendie 

Reuter 

DUBLIN — Irish horse racing, a 
national treasure with empty cof- 
fers, has won the state funding it 
desperately needed to boost prize 
money, improve rundown race- 
courses and brighten its image. 

For owners, trainers, breeders 
and officials all agree — the 
industry was in a state of crisis 
and needed a hefty injection of 
funds to stay internationally com- 
petitive. 

Irish jumping heroes like Dawn 
Run and Arkle, flat-racing stars 
like Nijinksy, Sir Ivor and The 
Minstrel once dominated Euro- 
pean racing in the gloiy days. 
-Now overseas 1 - owners' plunder 
. all the big : prizes;, race spon- 
sorship has fallen and the number 
of racehorses in training has 
dumped by almost 20 per cent in 
a decade. Phoenix Park, one of 
Dublin’s premier courses, is due 
to dose this year. 

The Irish are passionate about 
horse racing. It ranks alongside 
Guinness stout beer as a national 
asset and when the industry made 
its cry for help. Prime Minister 
Charles Haughey came galloping 
to the rescue. 

Haughey, who gave die breed- 
ing industry a massive boost 20 
years ago when he exempted 
stallion fees from tax, has 
pledged nine million Punts ($13.5 
million) over the next three years 
to the shopwindow industry that 
employs 25,000 people. 

The racing lobby won a friend- 
ly hearing. Haughey, a keen rac- 
ing fan, owner and breeder him- 
self, once more emerged as “the 
white knight” who raced to help. 

Now the racing board has 
announced how it will spend the 
first tranche of money in year 
one. 

Improvement grants win give 
racecourses a much needed 
boost, prize money is to rise by at 
least 25 per cent at the lower end 
of the scale and a marketing 


campaign launched to improve 
the image of an industry labelled 
“fiddlers on the hoof,” by one 
Irish parliamentarian. 

A new racing centre for 
appre n tices is to be built — 
Ireland has produced a string of 
world-class jockeys from Pat 
Eddery to Michael Kinane — and 
the Equine Reserarch Centre will 
also get a fluids boost for virology 
research. 

Critics argue that Ireland 
already has too much racing at 
too many courses. It has 28 race- 
courses for a population of 3.5 
million while Britain has 59 
courses for a population of 60 
million. 

But the attendance figures 
-jsbow that the enthusiasm is there 
if-the right 'formola can be- found 
— attendances toppedl.l ififfiibn 
last year and betting turnover was 
up two per cent. 

Then come the .two gloomy 
statistics — prize money fen by 
0.4 per cent and sponsorship, so 
crucial for the good health of a 
racecourse, was down by almost 
eight per cent. 

But not all is gloom and de- 
spondency. On the racing front, 
the Dermot Weld-trained Go 
And Go gave Ireland a 
tremendous boost in June when 
winning the Belmont Stakes. 

The Colt, steered to an effor- 
tlessly easy triumph by tug-race 
specialist Kinane. was the first 
European horse ever to win a leg 
of the coveted American Triple 
Grown. 

Sadlers Wells, standing at 
Coolmore Stud in County Tipper- 
ary, is this year’s undoubted stal- 
lion star m Europe. 

His sons and daughters have 
now capturted 10 group one 
races. 

Old Vic won last year’s Irish 
and French Derby Races and 
Salsabil landed this year’s English 
1,000 Guineas, Epsom Oaks and 
Irish Derby. 

“Coolmore is hot as a pistol,” 
boasts part owner Robert Songs- 
ter. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

CtflM TiKmuw Madia Santo#*, Inc. 


WHO NEEDS ACES? 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A 10 
V 63 2 
0 A K Q 

* 65432 

WEST EAST 

* J96 4KS7543 

9 9754 <? S 

08 0 10 9432 

4 AKJ 98 *7 

SOUTH 

* Q2 

7AKQJ10 
0 J 76 5 

* Q 10 
The bidding: 


Weal 

North 

East 

South 

Fast 

1 * 

Pass 

1 <? 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

2 0 

Pass 

Pass 

2 >7 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

4 7 


Opening lead: King of 4 
If we told you that, on occasion, 
you have to throw away your top 
card in a suit to make a contract, 
you would suspect us of trying to 
pull an April Fool’s trick on you; 
Nevertheless, here’s a hand to prove 
our contention. 

North-South bad agreed that a 
new minor suit was forcing, so there 
was no need for South to bid more 


than two diamonds at his second 
turn. (We might have opted for 
three no trump,' with unhappy re- 
sults should the enemy have found a 
dub lead.) When North took a heart 
preference. South decided to bank 
his 150 honors by raising to four 
hearts. 

West started with three high 
dubs, forcing declarer to ruff. Had 
trumps divided 3-2, the play would 
have been over in a matter of sec- 
onds. The 4-1 split, however, posed 
problems, for there was no fast en- 
try back to declarer's hand to enable 
the jack of diamonds to be cashed 
after dealing North’s winners in the 
suit. 

The bidding and play to thcflrst 
three tricks pointed the way to a 
solution of this knotty problem. Al- 
though a passed hand. West had 
shown up with A K J fifth m dubs. 
With the king of spades as well. 
West might have opened the bid- 
ding. So declarer drew four rounds 
of trumps. On the last. South dis- 
carded the table's ace of spades! 
After cashing dummy's high dia- 
monds, declarer led a spade. No 
matter how Bast defended, the 
queen of spades was going to pro- 
vide an entry to declarer's hand to 
score the jack of Hjamondf as the 
10th trick) 


HOROSCOPE 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
beautiful day sod evening for you 
to become renewed in the spirit of 
achieving the right pathway toward 
success, right-action and happi- 
ness. Keep expecting the best 
^poembfe results. 

ARDESs (March 21 to April 19) 
Your own peesonal progres s can be 
greatly expetfted today if you 
ap proach your activities from a 
new riant and then avoid making 
material coromitmeots. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon need to become imbued anew 
with your aspirations and plan to 
make tbem work with more secre- 
cy if yon are to succeed in obtain- 
ing them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jose 21) Be 
on the lookout for new friends and 
acquaintances ww for it is through 
them you can make your swiftest 
progress and don’t fuss over a 
private concern. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well just bdw 
you warn to be regarded by bigwigs 
and the general pnbfic and make 
plans to gain this; avoid an egotis- 
tical friend. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
tact those penons available whom 
yon have not know and get then- 
views how you can best march 
forward to greater successes and 
avoid a b ump tious nffirin*. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day to get into whatever 


advanced fonTF*!”* are 
for yon to operate more pn*pe«y 
with those who can aid your prac- 
tical progress. 

LBBRA: (September 23 to October 

22) Be on tile qnivive fo r tome 
HvnHiwit suggestions from unpo*- 
give and mentall y BtflTB UMn- 

vhtnab for more advancement in 
world of outside activity- 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to look into whatev- 
er printed material is at your fing- 
ertips to uncover better ways to 
handle your routine activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A jovial person .win 
be willing to go along with a pis® 

you have for enjoying yoor setf an d 

your recreations more thoroughly 
so Essen to him/her. 
CAPRICORN:' (December 22 to 
January 20) Rely more upon your 
own judgmen t what comae is' best 
to pursue at poor home so that 
everyone there is more coo tended 
and happy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A great day to get out 
communications for those at a dis- 
tance and in which your best judg- 
ment needs to be utilised to your 
, advantage. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Money and business matters 
should occupy your attention today 
so look for ways to add to your 
holdings and put them in effect at 



"My most meaningful relationship 
was with a $40 super-pizza. But 
you're a close second." 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hero: C X X ^ THE 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TESTY ABBOT ASYLUM CHUBBY 
Answer What you might expect to have to lace when 
you arrive at the North Pale— SOUTH 


THE Daily Crossword by Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 
1 Hood's knife 
5 Joey” 

8 Movie dog 

12 Raced 

13 Havana's land 

14 Roman robe 

18 Gen. Bradley 
17 A Watah 

IB - four 

19 'The Village 
Blacksmith” 
poet 

22 Expansive 

23 Different 

24 Innovation 

28 Literary 
monogram 

29 Grain 

30 Lendl of 
tennis 

31 Some chairs 
33 Blame 

37 Jai — 

38 Burden 

39 Guitar look- 
alike 

43 Substitute 

46 Sedaka or 
Simon 

47 Opportune 

48 Unit 

49 Fencing term 
52 EnraQes 

54 Infield cover 

55 Work of 19A 
60 Make fit 

62 Skin problem 

63 Scent 

B4 Landing place 

65 Waste 
allowance 

66 Request 

67 Fox* 

6fl Always to 
poets 

69 Lampreys 

DCWN 

1 Aircraft type 

2 — sapiens 

3 Isfahan's land 

4 Edge 

5 Fowl 

6 Rat victim 

7 Terse 

8 Uraeua 
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9 "Treasure 
Island" autnor 

10 Entire 

11 Tilling 

13 Salad type 
15 D-a. e.g. 

20 Maas of ice 

21 Spun 

25 Truck 

26 Snatch 

27 Gaucho's 
weapon 

28 Look over 
hastily 

32 Work of SO 

34 Open 

35 Destroy 

36 Serf of old 

40 Done to poets 

41 Fair attraction 
*2 lift up 

43 Angler's lure 

44 Bull's-eye 

45 Suit to - 

49 More: abbr. 

50 Consumer 
advocate 


nnnnn nnnn acinn 
nnnnn nnnn nnna 
nnrcnnnnnnn nnnra 
nnn rannn nnnrann 
nnnnnnn mnnn 
nnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnanrininn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnrum nnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnrarcnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


Si S amber 
53 iccilne 

56 Farm lend 

57 Inactive 


58 Christmas 
song 

59 Epochs 

01 A Kennedy 
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Experts regret missing 
chance to formulate 
U.S. energy policy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Energy 
experts say the U.S. government 
missed its chance to formulate a 
national energy policy during 
president Ronald Reagan’s admi- 
nistration and it is now too late to 
do much to cope with the Gulf 
crisis. ' 

“Basically this has caught 
Washington asleep at the 
switch,*' said Senate Energy 
Committee aide Benjamin Coop- 
er. : 

Aperiod of relatively stable on 
prices through the 1980s saw en- 
vironmental and economic con- 
cerns outstrip energy security in a 
trend continued under President 
George Bush. 

“If you look back there was a 
very fine energy security report 
done in 1987 and it really was 
devoted to this notion that'our 
energy security is deteriorating as 
a resuft of our increasing depend- 
ence on foreign oil,” said Linda 
Stuntz, deputy undersecretary at 
the Energy . Department. 

“We didn’t do a very good job 
, of getting it iinptonenteiE ’The. 
. balance between envir onme ntal 
protection; economics and energy 
security has gptten skewed,” she 
noted. 

Stuntz' is heading the depart- 
ment's development of a new. 
energy phut that is not due to be 
implemented until 1991. She said 
• the Energy Department is putting 
together a list of options to re- 
duce consumption and increase 
domestic supplies. " 


Despite two oil price shocks in 
tile 1979s, once the price of oil 
collapsed in 1986 it was difficult 
to get excited about energy secur- 


ity, Stuntz said. 
The consequetH 


The consequences were felt im- 
mediately Aug. 2 with the Iraqi 
take-over that left the United 
States with a national energy 
policy that let the free market 
reign and prices rise dramatically. 

Cooper said the main accom- 
plishment of the Reagan adminis- 
tration was to fin the strategic 
petroleum reserve, now equiva- 
lent to 75 days of imports or 590 
million barrels, stored along the 
Mexican Gulf coast. 

The law says the president can 
take od out of the reserve in the 
event of a severe supply disrup- 
tion. It would take 16 days to get 
the first reserve oil on the market 
and there are no signs it will be 
used soon. 

The American Gas Association 
said natural gas could replace 
160,000 . barrels of oil per day 
immediately, 480.000 barrels dai- 
ly within one. year and L3 million 
barrels within five yean. 

The gas lobby wants the Energy 
Department to include options in 
its forthcoming national energy 
strategy to increase domestic 
natural gas production and sys- 
tems to replace o3 with gas m 
homes, vehicles and power 
plants. 

- The American Petroleum Insti- 
tute wants the dep a rtments to 
allow its members to drill - 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, August 14, 199® Central Bank official rates 
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French franc 
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125.2 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
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441.3 
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Saudi central j 
bank provides 
funds to ease 
liquidity bind 

DUBAI (R) — The Saudi Ara 
bian Monetary Agency (SAMA) 
stepped in Tuesday to help its 
banking system which has been 
besieged by calls for cash from 
worried depositors since Iraq 
moved into Kuwait. 

Dealers in the kingdom said 
the centra] bank had made it 
easier for banks to get funds by 
allowing them to use a greater 
percentage of government bond 
holdings as security to borrow. 

“This gives us more room to 
breathe,’’ said one Saudi bank 
treasury manager. 

The bank has effectively put a 
cap. on short-term Saudi rival 
interbank interest rates, which 
had been rising inexorably as 
banks fought for funds. 

SAMA's temporary help has 
been through what central bank- 
ers call a repurchase facility 
whereby they are willing to take 
back their own state bonds as 
collateral for lending back into 
the system with the banks repur- 
chasing the bonds later. 

Dealers said the bank had tem- 
porarily raised the amount banks 
could borrow through SAMA’s 
repurchase facility to 50 per cent 
of their holdings of state develop- 
ment bonds. 

Previous limits on such borrow- 
ing were 10 per cent for non- 
market makers in the bonds, and 
25 per cent for market makers. 

SAMA will charge 10 per cent 
for loans through the facility on 
any borrowing above these limits 
and up to the new 50 per cent 
limit. 

Dealers said the move was 
already affecting short-term rates 
which had been creeping over 10 
per rent in the market. 

“This is a positive sign and is 
effectively a cap on rates,’’ said 
another Saudi bank dealer. 

Japan to aid 
Gulf states 

TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
ToshUri Kaifu told the United 
States Tuesday that Japan would 
offer economic assistance to Gulf 
nations affected by, an embargo 
on trade, in the region, govern- 
ment officials saidir ■ . A — 

U.S. President George Bush 
called Kaifu Tuesday morning to 
urge Japan to make “substantial 
contributions’’ to countries 
affected by the Mideast Gulf cri- 
sis, a government officials told 
reporters in a news conference. 

“I hope Japan will cooperate as 
much as possible by offering eco- 
nomic assistance to countries in 
the region,” he quoted Bush as 
saying. 

The government’s top spokes- 
man, Misoii Sakamoto, said ear- 
lier that Kaifu had told Bush “the 
government has just entered con- 
sultations regarding what type of 
assistance Japan will offer.” 

£a a cabinet meeting Tuesday, 
Kaifu said be would definitely 
visit die Middle East after the 
government bad finalised an aid 
package- 


M.E. tension brings up 
political risk insurance 


HARTFORD, Connecticut (R) 
— Iraq’s take-over of Kuwait and 
resulting losses suffered by 
American businesses in the area 
has opened many executives’ eyes 
to the need for political risk 
insurance, industry officials say. 

U.S. companies doing bus ness 
in the Middle East have become 
more keenly aware of the poten- 
tial threat to their business con- 
tracts, property and employees' 
lives, said Daniel Wagner, a poli- 
tical risk broker in the interna- 
tional division of Johnson and 
Higgins Inc. an insurance broker- 
age based in New York. 

“Doing business in the Middle 

M.E. buying 
pushes up 
gold price 

LONDON (R) — Middle East 
buying pushed gold sharply high- 
er in brisk early European trading 
Tuesday and oil and share prices 
also finned due to concern about 
the military buildup in the Gulf, 
dealers said. 

“I’ve seen only buying (of 
gold) this morning,” one bullion 
dealer in Zurich said. “There’s 
been a lot of buying from Middle 
East interests hedging against a 
fall in their currencies. 

Dealers said the unpredictable 
course of the crisis following 
Iraq's take-over of Kuwait 12 
days ago made it impossible to 
tell how far gold, a traditional 
safe haven in times of trouble, 
would climb. 

The metal opened in London at 
$407.45 an ounce after closing 
Monday at $404.25. In early 
European trading it touched a 
peak of around $412.50 before 
easing to around $410 by 0900 
GMT. 

The dollar was stock in a nar- 
row trading range on a market, 
devoid of fresh news to budge it, 
dealers said. 

Oil prices continued their re- 
cent climb, propelled by uncer- 
tainty over what would happen 
next in the Gulf, where United 
States ground forces were fanning 
out into front-line defences. 

Brent blend crude from Bri- 
tain’s North Sea-fields, the-most 
.widely Jraded oil rm international 
markets, was traded.in London at 
$25.60 a barrel for October deliv- 
ery, up 60 cents on Monday’s 
dose in London. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at znidscsston 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.8860/70 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar . 1.1467/72 

Canadian dollar 

1.5763/70 

Deutscbemarks 

1.7750/60 

Dutch guilders 

1.3147/57 

Swiss francs 

• 32.42/47 

Belgian francs 

5.2920/70 

French francs 

1158/1159 

Italian lire 

149.85/95 

Japanese yen 

5.7960/8010 

Swedish crowns 

6.1095/45 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0235/85 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold -. 411.50/432-50 

U.S. dollars 
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East is tricky. It involves prob- 
lems that call for political risk 
insurance.” Wagner said. 

Iraq is defaulting on its foreign 
debt, some S100 billion in 
Kuwaiti assets have been frozen 
by more than 20 countries and 
American business properties in 
Kuwait are under threat of being 
expropriated by the Iraqis. * 

Two weeks ago. few could have 
predicted this would happen, 
Wagner said. And U.S. com- 
panies operating in Kuwait with- 
out political risk insurance are 
facing major losses, he noted. 

“People are starting to see that 
this could happen in other parts 
of the Middle East, and they want 
protection.” be said. 

■ Francis Boyian, a senior vice 
president at the New York-based 
insurance brokerage Alexander 
and Alexander Services Inc, said 
there has been a rise in requests 
for political risk insurance from 
businesses operating in Turkey, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Saudi Arabia. 

While no one wishes for politic- 
al instability or volatility in a 
nation’s leadership, such situa- 
tions do Hi g hli g ht the value of 
political risk insurance, Boyian 
said. 

But executives often reconsider 
their companies* level of expo- 
sure and need for insurance only 
after a crisis has occurred. 

“The best time to buy this 
coverage, though, is when things 
are calm because the price is 
lower," Boyian said. 

Buying political risk coverage 
now for operations in the Gulf is 
like trying to buy fire insurance 
on a burning building — you can 
get it, but it will be costly, said 
Jack Willyaxd, a vice president at 
Sedgwick James Ltd, a London- 
based brokerage. 


Gulf crisis undermine 
Bahrain’s role 


DUBAI (R) — The Iraqi take- 
over of Kuwait has seriously 
undermined confidence in 
Bahrain’s offshore banking mar- 
ket just when its fortunes were 
improving, senior bankers in the 
region say. 

Panic withdrawals from the 
offshore market last week, before 
U.S. military forces threw a de- 
fence umbrella over Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states, squeezed 
regional liquidity. 

Bankers are divided on the 
wisdom of the Bahrain Monetary 
Authority’s (BMA) advice to 
banks not to repay time deposits 
ahead of maturity in order to 
preserve liquidity. 

‘To suddenly say that deposits 
cannot be broken before maturity 
has created a lot of... awkward 
situations for us here,” said a 
manager of one bank m the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates which takes 
in funds and places them in the 
Bahrain market. 

But a senior Bahrain banker 
said: “Banks do not have a legal 
obligation to repay ahead of 
maturity. No open and free bank- 
ing system anywhere can remain 
unaffected by the threat of war. 
We have to protect the system." 

He said the run of deposits was 


creating a disorderly situation in 
the Gulf’s only offshore banking 
market. 

Bankers said the BMA was 
being stria in its advice to banks 
to stop withdrawals. 

“Confidence in Bahrain is of 
the utmost importance. That has 
been- broken. Even with a com- 
plete political calmdown the 
effects of this will be felt for a 
long time,” said a treasury mana- 
ger at a large Saudi bank. 

Bahrain bankers said there 
were substantial withdrawals of 
deposits after the invasion. 

Panic in the tiny island of 
Bahrain and the Eastern Province 
of Saudi Arabia was greater than 
in the southern Gulf, much furth- 
er away from the threat of Iraqi 
bombs or chemical attack. 

As in any offshore centre, 
offshore funds are not actually 
invested in Bahrain. But offshore 
banks last week said they could 
not guarantee repayment at then- 
branches outside Bahrain should 
accounts there be frozen for any 
reason. 

Since the arrival of U.S. and 
other forces in Saudi Arabia, 
nerves have calmed somewhat. 
But in the continuing uncertainty 
few people are. committing furth- 
er funds in Bahrain, bankers said. 


Thelraqi blow to confidence in 
Bahrain could not have come at a 
worse time. 

Bahrain's offshore market was 
largely built to meet the needs of 
governmental and private inves- 
tors who wanted a local market to 
park the tens of billions of dollars 
that the Gulf generated during 
the oil boom of the 1970s. 

The oil price crash and the 
shadow cast over regional econo- 
mies during the Iran-Iraq war in 
the 1980s sharply reduced this 
huge pool of regional liquidity 
which supported the Bahrain- 
based banks’ offshore deposit 
base. 

The creation of global financial 
markets during the past decade 
also undermined the need for a 
purely regional market when 
funds could so easily be switched 
anywhere, anytime. 

But the end of the Gulf war, 
stable oil prices, a pickup in 
regional economies and some in- 
novative financial marketing en- 
couraged by the BMA were im- 
proving the market's fortunes. 

The BMA reported Bahrain 
offshore banking unit dollar 
assets at end-March, 1990, at 
$73.33 billion, a record even con\- 
pared with the oil boom days. 


Tokyo stock market rebounds 


TOKYO (AP) — Strong per- 
formance on overseas markets 
overnight lifted share prices on 
the Tokyo stock exchange sharply 
Tuesday, while the U.S. dollar 
slipped against the Japanese yen. 

The Nikkei stock average of 
225 selected issues won back 
496.10 points, or 1.90 per cent, to 
dose at 26,672.53. 

The benchmark index suffered 


a loss of 1,153.12 points, or 4.22 
per cent, Monday after Prime 
Minister Tosbiki Kaifu 
announced the cancellation of his 
planned trip to die Middle East 
because of the worsening Gulf 
crisis. 

Traders attributed the index’s 
rebound to bullish showings in 
overseas markets, especially in 
New York. Bargain hunting fol- 


lowing Monday's plunge also en- 
couraged investors’ buying. 

Despite the sharp upsurge 
Tuesday, traders remain cautious 

“Which direction the Nikkei 
index will turn tomorrow is very 
hard to predict,” said a dealer 
with Nikko Securities Co. “An 
unstable situation is likely to con- 
tinue until the Gulf situation set- 
tles down.” 
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World News 



Liberian rebel leader to hold talks in Gambia 


Taylor says Johnson killed 


ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — 
A spokesman for rebel leader 
.Charles Taylor said Tuesday that 
rival rebel leader Prince Johnson 
was killed by Taylor’s forces, 

“Johnson was trying to get out 
of Monrovia when he ran into our 
forces,” said Tom Woewiyu. The 
report could not be immediately 
confirmed. 

Woewiyu said the rebel troops 
killed Johnson in an ambush on 
Bushrod Island in Monrovia, the 
capital. 

Woewiyu, who also serves as 
defence minister for Taylor’s 
National Patriotic Front, said 
Johnson was killed Tuesday 
morning and his body has been 
taken to NPF headquarters. 

He disclosed the killing of 
Johnson in a telephone interview 
with the Associated Press. 

Both Taylor and Johnson bad 
threatened to kill each other fol- 
lowing their split three months 
ago. 

Johnson's men have held much 
of Monrovia for several weeks 


after launching a surprise attack 
from a swamp north of the city. 
They caught President Samuel 
Doe’s troops by surprise and took 
control of the city's port and 
several residential districts. 

Taylor’s forces were mean- 
while blocked by Doe’s troops 10 
kilometres from the city centre in 
the suburb of Paynesville. 

Johnson told reporters he 
would prevent Taylor from cap- 
turing the capita] and would drive 
Doe from the executive mansion, 
where the presfdent has been 
holed up for two months. 

The report of Johnson’s death 
comes as efforts to organise in- 
tervention by an African 
peacekeeping force appeared to 
be meeting further delays. 

Troops from Ghana, Nigeria, 
Guinea, Sierra Leone and Gam- 
bia have gathered in neighbour- 
ing Sierra Leone, but there was 
no sign of an early departure. 

Woewiyu said Taylor would be 
flying to Banjul, Gambia, this 
week to talk with Gambia Presi- 


dent Sir Dawda Jawara, bead of 
the African mediation committee 
trying to end the nearly eight- 
month civil war in Liberia. 

This seemed likely to delay the 
arrival of the peacekeeping force. 

In the same Tuesday interview, 
Woewiyu said that West African 
intervention without the approval 
of the National Patriotic Front 
"would be a mistake. We will 
meet it with all our might and 
force.” 

Woewiyu also accused Guinea 
of having sent up to 200 troops 
into Liberia to fight with Doe. 
"There already are some serious 
foreign troops in Liberia. This 
frantic peacekeeping effort is 
being made to cover up the fact 
that some foreign soldiers are 
already there.” 

Guinea has accused Taylor’s 
rebels of crossing into its territory 
to kill Mandingos. whom the re- 
bels accuse of supporting Doe’s 
government. Guinea also accused 
Taylor's men of attacking its 
embassy and taking several 


embassy guards hostage. 

Reporters with the rebels said 
one Guinea soldier taken by the 
rebels said he was an embassy 
guard. 

Woewiyu said he had proof of 
Guinean involvement in the fight- 
ing, and that some Guinea sol- 
diers had been captured, carrying 
their identity documents. He said 
this was separate from the inci- 
dent at the embassy and did not 
involve any embassy staff or 
guards. 

Meanwhile more than 100 fore- 
igners evacuated from war-tom 
Liberia by U.S. military helicop- 
ters began arriving in neighbour- 
ing Sierra Leone Tuesday. 

The 105-strong group left the 
Spanish and German embassy 
compounds in the Liberian capit- 
al Monrovia Sunday and travelled 
in a convoy of 25 cars. 

From there the group, includ- 
ing 16 Spaniards and 15 Ger- 
mans, was airlifted by helicopter 
to the U.S. Navy carrier Saipan 
Monday morning. 


Canadians clash again with 


police near Indian stronghold 


CHATEAUGUAY. Quebec 
(AP) — A crowd dashed with 
police for the second day Mon- 
day. angry over a bridge blockade 
that has forced residents to take 
long detours to Montreal. 

The slogan-shouting crowd in- 
cluded about 100 youngsters 
armed with firebombs, baseball 
bats and tire irons who tossed 
rocks, ball bearings and gas caps 
at more than 200 federal and 
provindal police. 

After two rounds of tear gas, 
the crowd was driven down the 
town's main street. Twenty-five 
people were arrested. 

Camille Gagnon, a provindal 
police spokesman, said some of 
those arrested carried guns, 
knives and metal pipes. 

The sides clashed just in front 
of police barricades blocking the 
highway leading to the Merder 
Bridge, the link to Montreal that 
has been blocked since July 11 in 
sympathy with a Mohawk protest 
IS miles away at Oka. 

The Mohawks at Oka have for 
several months been manning a 
barricade to stop the town from 
expanding its golf course onto 
Indian-claimed land. That stan- 
doff led to a July 11 gunbattle 


between Indians and Quebec 
police. One police officer died in 
the gun battle, though it is not yet 
clear whether he was shot by 
Mohawks or his own men in the 
melee. The two sides have faced 
each other across barricades since 
then. 

Residents nearer Montreal 
have become increasingly frus- 
trated at the sympathy barricade 
Mohawks build at the main com- 
muter bridge over the St. Lawr- 
ence River. The almost nightly 
counter-protests erupted into a 
four-hour riot Sunday night. 

Yvon Poitras, leader of a 
group of Chateauguay residents 
protesting the blockade, said it’s 
time for the provincial govern- 
ment to bring in the army, which 
has been on standby since last 
week at the request of Premier 
Robert Bourassa. 

“If the army doesn't come in to 
Chateauguay to replace the 
police on the barricade, then we 
will have a bloodbath,” said the 
farmer provincial police officer. 

Police and demonstrators 
clashed Sunday night after Poit- 
ras’ group staged a protest earlier 
in the day on a drawbridge west 
of Chateauguay on the St. Lawr- 


ence Seaway. Riot police moved 
in with dubs to remove the pro- 
testers. 

Later, the police used tear gas 
to disperse an angry crowd that 
had swelled to more than 5,000. 
The protesters threw bricks and 
rocks at the police. Twenty-five 
people were arrested. 

There were no serious injuries 
but many of those involved said 
the police used excessive force. 

Canadian Indian leaders told 
South African Archbishop De- 
smond Tutu Monday that their 
patience was running out in the 
search for a peaceful settlement. 

The anti-apartheid campaigner 
and Nobel Peace Prize winner had 
travelled to this remote northern 
outpost to see firsthand the 
poverty and powerlessness of 
Canadian Indians which has 
prompted growing militancy and 
a violent white blacklash. 

Jeorges Erasmus, nation chief 
of the assembly of first nations, 
told Tutu that Indians are living 
in Third World conditions, de- 
sperately poor and suffering from 
self-inflicted violence. “Time for 
negotiations is short ... we cant 
hold the lid on the impatience of 
our people.” 


Gunmen kill 2 Colombians 


BOGOTA. Colombia (AP) — A 
former judge and an ex-congress- 
man who spent 16 years in Col- 
ombia's House of Representa- 
tives were murdered by terrorists 
Monday, police said. 

Three assailants threw a gre- 
nade at former congressman 
Eusebio Munoz while he was 
walking on the street in the south- 
western city of Cali, according to 
a police report. 

Also Monday, gunmen mur- 
dered Carlos Campo, a former 
judge, in the northern coastal city 
of Barranquilla, police said. No 
motive was established, and the 
perpetrators escaped, police said. 

The three suspects were 
arrested after a brief gunbattle 


with police, the report said. 

Police gave no motives for the 
murder. 

Cali is home to one of Col- 
ombia’s two powerful cocaine 
cartels. The other is based n 
Medellin. 

After retiring as a congressman 
of the ruling Liberal Party, 
Munoz became a city councilman 
in Buenaventura, Colombia’s 
main port on the Pacific. 

Campo had been the president 
of Colombia's Atlantic Superior 
Court. He returned to his private 
law practice six months ago, 
police said. 

Meanwhile residents of a small 
town where a slain billionaire 
drug lord once built an empire 


have called a general strike to 
protest authorities’ recent treat- 
ment of their city, officials said 

Residents of the Pacho have 
taken over the mayor’s office 
and a local radio station to pro- 
test the military occupation that 
began after Jose Gonzalo Rodri- 
guez Gacha’s death, said Fernan- 
do Munoz, Pacfao’s mayor. 

“All business activity and the 
town itself is totally paralyzed,” 
Munoz said in statements aired 
over the RCN radio network. 

Rodriguez Gacha — the 
Medellin cocaine cartel’s no. 2 
man — reputedly owned most of 
his home town, about 80 
kilometres north of Bogota, die 
capital. 


2 die during Dominican protests 


SANTO DOMINGO, Domini- 
can Republic (AP) — Security 
forces have opened fire on pro- 
testers at the start of a two-day 
strike over government-imposed 
price increases. Police said two 
people were killed and two others 
wounded. 

The general strike, organised 
by nine unions, paralysed this 
Caribbean nation of 7 million 
people. Stores, factories and gov- 
ernment offices were closed and 
most public transportation was 
halted. 

Police said about 300 people 
were arrested in the capital of 
Santo Domingo and four other 
dties. 

In Santo Domingo, one man 
was killed and two were injured 
when police and soldiers opened 
fire on protesters who set up 


flaming barricades and threw 
rocks and bottles at cars, accord- 
ing to police. Security force also 
used tear gas and batons to dis- 
pere protesters. 

Police said another man was 
killed during a similar violent 
demonstration in San Cristobal, 
28 kilometres west of capital. 

Unions organised the nation- 
wide work stoppage to protest 
against sharply higher consumer 
prices announced last Wednesday 
by the government of President 
Joaquin Balaguer. 

The announcement prompted 
three days of violent protests in 
which five people were wounded 
by police, stores were looted and 
200 people were arrested, accord- 
ing to police. 

Balaguer, 83, who is to be 
inaugurated Thursday to a second 


consecutive four-year term, lifted 
government subsidies, causing 
prices to rise, as part of an auster- 
ity programme recommended by 
the International Monetary Fund. 

Gasoline prices rose by S3.6 
per cent, flour 95.8 per cent and 
sugar 75 per cent, among other 
increases. 

The government said Saturday 
it would announce this week price 
freeze on 30 items to offset the 


increases. 

In 1984, during the last auster- 
ity programme implemented by a 
government disturbances lasted 
three days and more than 100 
people died. 

The conservative Balaguer nar- 
rowly defeated his longtime leftist 
rival, former President Juan 
Bosch in a disputed election May 
16. 


Fire knocks out power in Manhattan 


NEW YORK (AP) — Some 
Manhattan residents will have to 
make do without electricity for 
the next few days, the result of a 
power outage near the financial 
district. 

The Monday afternoon power 
outage — caused by a fire at an 
electric company substation — 
disrupted stock trading, forced 
thousands in skyscrapers to use 
the stairs and cut of power to 
several subway lines. 

Police spokeswoman Sgt. Mary 
Wrensen said Tuesday that no 
looting bad been reported in the 
affected area. 

By evening, power was res- 
tored to the World Trade Centre, 
the World Financial Centre, a 
1,740-unit residential complex at 
Battery Park City and dozens of 
other buildings. 


But a large downtown shop- 
ping centre, fish market and a 
1,550-unit midcfle-income apart- 
ment complex with numerous 
elderly tenants will be without 
electricity for several days. 

The four-alarm fire at the elec- 
trical substation was reported at 
11:50 a.m. (1550 GMT) and was 
under control at 5:25 p.m. (2125 
GMT), said fire department 
spokeswoman Joe McGee. The 
cause was under investigation. 

About 160 firefighters fought 
the blaze — 17 were treated for 
smoke inhalation and exhaustion. 
An acrid odor lingered for hours. 

A0 afternoon Monday, work- 
ers streamed out of affected 
buildings in search of pay phones, 
buses, subways and, after walking 
down scores of flights of stairs, 
something cold to drink — much 


to the delight of street vendors. 

Unable to use Manhattan’s 
subway trains, people walked 
across the Brooklyn Bridge in 
85-degree weather to catch trains 
on the other side of the East 
River. 


The New York Stock Exchange 
was not affected by the outage. 
But the American Stock Ex- 
change, New York Mercantile 
Exchange and Commodity Ex- 
change halted trading for the day 
at 1 p.m. (1700 GMT). 


Hundreds of people were stuck 
in elevators at the World Trade 
Centre for up to 2Vi hours until a 
backup generator brought the 
lifts ctown one by one, said D. Joy 
Faber, a spokeswoman for the 
port authority, which operates 
the 110-story twin skyscrapers. 


Quebec 

sends 


separatists 
to Canadian 


parliament 


OTTAWA (R) — Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney’s 
government has received a strong 
message of discontent when vo- 
ters in a special election in Mon- 
treal opted overwhelmingly for a 
candidate favouring independ- 
ence for Quebec. 

In a pod described as a mini , 
referendum on the French-speak- 
ing province’s future within 
Canada, voters in a Montreal 
district chose to send avowed 
separatist Gilles Duceppe to rep- 
resent them in the Canadian par- 
liament in Ottawa. 

Duceppe becomes the fust 
elected member of the Bloc 
Quebecois, a separatist faction 
set up to work for Quebec 
sovereignty following the death 
of a constitutional accord to bring 
Quebec into the Canadian con- 
stitution. 

Two by-elections to fill vacant 
parliamentary seats were held 
Monday and the ruling Conserva- 
tive government, as expected, 
lost both. In the English-speaking 
province of Ontario, the leftist 
New Democratic Party (NDP) 
won in Oshawa, a blue-collar city 
just west of Toronto. 

With three quarters of the 
votes in, Mike Breaugh won the 
district by more than 2,000 votes, 
holding on to the seat held for 
two decades by the NDFs former 
leader, Ed BroadenL 

In Montreal, with votes at 120 
of the 163 polling stations 
counted, Duceppe had 11,194 
votes while the Liberals were in 
second place with 3,332, the NDP 
were third with 1397 and the 
conservatives fourth with 648. 

The losses reflect the Mulroney 
government’s dismal standings in 
opinion polls nationally. 

With a rise in tensions between 
French and English and the slow- 
ing of the Canadian economy, 1 
government support has slipped 
to under 20 per cent while the 
Liberals under new leader Jean 
Chretien are out in from with 
twice the support. 

Polls showed voters in Mon- 
treal’s East End voting district, a 
poor blue-collar area, were eager 
to elect Duceppe to Ottawa and 
show their unhappiness with the 
failure of the so-called Meecfa 
Lake Accord. 

Quebec refused to sign Cana- 
da’s new constitution in 1982 be- 
came it was not granted special 
powers to protect its French lan- 
guage from assimilation. 

Mulroney reached a deal at 
Meech Lake, Quebec in 1987 to 
recognise Quebec as a “distinct 
society” within the Canadian con- 
stitution but the accord was killed 
after English-speaking provinces 
Newfoundland and Manitoba 
failed to approve it. 

After the accord died, seven 
members of parliament from 
Quebec bolted he Conservative 
Party and the opposition Liberals 
to form the Bloc Quebecois and 
fight for Quebec independence at 
the federal level. 

The bloc's leader is Luden 
Bouchard, a popular Quebecer 
and one-time dose associate of 
Mulroney who vows to use the 
group to win concessions for 
Quebec. 

"Too often, unfortunately, our 
own people who we sent to Otta- 
wa turn against us and were used 
as instruments to put Quebec in 
Hs place,’’ Bouchard said in cam- 
paign speech for Duceppe. 

While Mulroney’s House of 
Commons majority is not at stake 
in the by-elections, the election of 
a Quebec separatist could prove 
an unwelcome harbinger for him 
in his borne province. 
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Manila 


arrests top 
Communist 


rebel 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Intelligence agents Tuesday 
arrested a member of the out- 
lawed Philippine Communist Par- 
ty's Central Committee while he 
was driving a car in a Manila 
suburb, the military announced. 

Brig. -Gen. Gerardo Flores, 
chief of staff of the Philippine 
Constabulary, identified the cap- 
tured rebel as Vicente Ladlad, 
chief of the party’s education and 
training committee and a regular 
member of its Central Commit- 
tee. There was a reward of 
500,000 pesos ($21,740) for his 
arrest. 


Flores, who is also the consta- 
bulary’s intelligence chief, said 
Ladlad, 41, was driving near the 
Broadway shopping centre in 
Quezon City when intelligence 
agents intercepted his car. 

Ladlad was arrested with a 
companion identified as Emilio 
Quezon Avancena. Avancena, a 
grandson of the Philippine Com- 
monwealth President Manuel 
Quezon, was released, Flores 
added. 


Sokfiers seized a .38-caliber 
pistol from Ladlad, who did not 
resist, Flores said. 

Ladlad was a former student 
activist at the state-run University 
of the Philippines at Los Banos in 
Laguna province. He went under- 
ground in 1972 when the late 
President Ferdinand Marcos de- 
clared martial law. 


Ladlad was first arrested in 
1983 but was released in 1986 
when President Corazxm Aquino 
freed political prisoners among 
her first acts after ousting Marcos 
that year. 

A handcuffed Ladlad was 
briefly presented to reporters but 
was not allowed to talk. Ladlad 
will be brought to a military 
hospital where be will be treated 
for chronic asthma. 

In another development, army 
troopers Saturday arrested a re- 
negade army officer allegedly in- 
volved in the failed December 
coup attempt. 

A report reaching the Philip- 
pine army headquarters identi- 
fied the officer as 2nd Lt George 
Bacani, formerly a member of the 
army's Honor Guard Battalion, 
said army spokesman Lt. Col. 
Benjamin Entile. 


Thousands of S. Koreans 


rally for unification 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Thousands of radical students 
chanting “unification” rallied 
Tuesday night for opening the 
heavily fortified border with 
Communist North Korea. 

Earlier is the day, 79 radical 
students and dissidents were 
arrested at the sprawling U.S. 8th 
Army headquarters in central 
Seoul, five of them for ramming a 
car through the main gate. 

During the rally, about 10,000 
students at Seoul’s Yonsei Uni- 
versity chanted, “free travel, tot- 
al border opening.” Radical lead- 
ers s ni p p ed rolls of barbed wire 
with wire cutters to symbolise 
cutting the barriers between the 
bitterly divided Koreas. 

Student leaders said thousands 
of citizens, dissidents and stu- 
dents were expected to march to the 
border Wednesday to attend a 
unific ation rally at the truce vil- 
lage of Paiununjom. “Let’s go 
North,” chanted the students. 

“Let’s drive out the Yankees 
who block unification of the 
fatherland,” the students 
shouted, jabbing fists in the air. 
They demanded the withdrawal 
of some 43,000 U.S. troops sta- 
tioned in South Korea, saying 
their presence hinders dialogue 
with the North on unification. 

Seventy-four students chanting 
simil ar slogans had been arrested 
on a street next to the U.S. 
military compound. The students 
were approaching a gate, but 
there was no violence, police 
said. 

A car carrying dissidents and a 


radical student shouting “chive 
out Yankees” barged through the 
main gate, but was stopped about 
30 metres inside the facility. 

About 50 Smith Korean riot 
police stationed outside the base 
raced into the compound, sur- 
rounded the blue compact car 
and arrested the five occupants. , 
There were no injuries. ' 

Meanwhile,, (hsrident -Roman 
Catholic priests and radical stu- 
dents staged protests demanding 
unification of Nojrfh and South 
Korea at Freedom Bridge, a ma- 
jor access checkpoint on the edge 
of the demilitarised zone separat- 
ing the two Koreas. 

“Withdraw U.S. troops which 
heighten tension and block uni- 
fication,” read a large banner at 
the bolder.. . - 

Dozens of radical students, 
shouting “umficatkm” tried to 
ram their way through guards at 
the bridge, 56 kilometres north of 
Seoul, but were hauled away by 
riot police. 

Hundreds of riot police have 
been stationed at the bridge to 
prevent violence during the failed 
border opening that was to have 
begun Monday. 

The government’s Unification 
Ministry charged /North Korea 
with blocking the first proposed 
travel between citizens of die 
divided peninsula and urged .the 
North to open its borders. 

North Korea, in broadcasts 
monitored in Tokyo, made simi- 
lar accusations against the South 
and accused Seoul of being “de- 
ceitful.” 


4 Cubans seek refuge in 


Belgian envoy’s residence 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Four 
Cubans seeking political refuge 
forced their way into the Belgian 
ambassador's residence in Hava- 
na Monday, the Mexican govern- 
ment news agency Notxmex re- 
ported. 

The action complicates Cuban 
efforts to end a series of embassy 
invasions last month that strained 
Caban relations with European 
nations. Eighteen Cubans remain 
at the Spanish embassy. 

Notxmex said the Belgian * 
embassy's second secretary, Uly 
Leeman, confirmed that the four 
Cabans aged 20 to 40 entered the 
residence of Ambassador Loie 
Comet. 

He said that police surrounded 
the building after the Belgians 


notified Cuban officials. 

Belgian officials said they 
would not release the -names of 
the refuge-seekers for security 
reasons. 


The government of Cuban 
President Fidel Castro has in- 
sisted that refuge-seekers should 
surrender without condition to 
Cuban authorities, although it 
has given promises not to prose- 
cute many of them: v 


Spam has insisted that all those 
in its embassy should be given 
asylum. 

Earlier this summer, Cuban 
asylum-seekers invaded homes of 
Czechoslovakian and Italian di- 
plomats. They .eventually left 
those buildings. 


Indian aides dismiss attack report 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — In- 
dian Intelligence officials said 
Tuesday there was no truth to 
Pakistani allegations that Indian 
troops staged a major attack 
across the line dividing die two 
sides in Kashmir. 

“Our sitrep (situation report) 
shows three minor clashes on the 
Kashmir front Sunday, none last- 
ing more than a few minutes and 
certainly, not of the type in which 
mortars or artillery was used,” 
said one senior official. 

“If there was such a big clash, 
we would know,” said another. 

A Pakistan Defence Ministry 
spokesman in Islamabad said a 
major dash took place in the 
mountainous Kei region of Kash- 


mir Sunday. 

He said Indian forces used 
heavy artillery and mortars in an 
attempt to take a Pakistani post. 

Indian spokesmen immediately 
denied the allegation when it was 
made Monday. 

The intelligence officials said 
Tuesday the only incidents in the 
Ke! region Sunday were routine 
ones in which the two sides ex- 
changed small arms fire. 

Such exchanges occur almost 
daily along the tine that has di- 
vided Kashmir since 1972 when 
the two countries fought the last 
of their three wars since inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1947. 

Two of the three ware were 
over Kashmir and tension has 


again risen sharply since seces- 
sionist agitation burst into major 
violence in Indian-held Kashmir 
in January. 

Two rounds of talks — the 
second of which ended in Delhi 
on Saturday — have failed to 
bridge differences over the up- 
rising. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming, training and harbouring 
the Muslim militants, which Isla- 
mabad denies. Pakistan contends 
that India is using brute force to 
crush an indigenous independ- 
ence movement. 

The uprising has claimed more 
than 950 lives since Indian forces 
launched its latest and harshest 
crackdown in late January. 


Gorbachev orders rehabilitation 


of more victims of Stalin’s purges 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Monday 
issued a sweeping decree to res- 
tore the rights of all victims of 
Stalinist repression, saying 
thousands of innocent people still 
bore a “stain of injustice.” 

The decree represented Gor- 
bachev’s strongest condemnation 
yet of Josef Stalin’s forced collec- 
tivisation of agriculture that be- 
gan in the late 1920s, when mil- 
lions of peasants died of starva- 
tion, were shot or sent to labour 
camps as “enemies of the 
people.” 

In ordering the blanket rehabi- 
litation, Gorbachev decreed that 
the “repressions conducted ... 
during the period of collectivisa- 
tion'' were “unlawful and contra- 
dictory to the main Chilian and 
economic rights of human 
beings.” 

He similarly condemned as un- 
lawful the repressions against “all 

citizens on political, social, 
ethnic, religions and other mo- 
tives in the 1920s through the 
1950s,” and moved 'Mo complete- 
ly reinstate the rights of these 
citizens.” 

The Soviet Union was taking 
this action now, he said, because 
our society ... has chosen the 
path of moral revival, democracy 
and legality.” 

Gorbachev acknowledged in 
the decree that a special commis- 
sion to study the repressions 
under Stalin already had rehabili- 
tated thousands of innocent vic- 
tims. 

“But even now, thousands of 
cases haven’t been considered. 


and a stain of injustice hasn't been 
removed from the innocent 
Soviet people who suffered dur- 
ing forced collectivisation, who 
were sentenced, deported with 
their families to remote regions 
without means of existence, with- 
out a right of appeal, and without 
even being aware of the term of 
their sentence,” the decree said. 

The decree specifically urges 
that clergymen and citizens who 
were persecuted for religious mo- 
tives should be rehabilitated. 
Under Stalin, thousands of 
priests werq shot and religions 
worship was sharply curtailed. 

The decree excludes those who 
were “lawfully sentenced for 
crimes against the motherland 
and against the Soviet people” 
doling World War II and in die 
prewar and postwar years. 

' It also did not attempt to con- 
sider what kind of compensation, 
if any, such victims should re- 
ceive. An informal political 
group, called Memorial, has been 
demanding compensation and 
restoration of rights for Stalin's 
victims. 

Gorbachev ordered the gov- 
ernment of the Soviet Union and 
its republics to submit, before 
Oct. 1, proposals to legislatures 
on restoring the rights of repres- 
sed citizens. He also empowered 
his top advisory group, the pres- 
idential council, to supervise the 
actions. 

The decree also ordered the 
Soviet government to draft leg- 
islation defining the crimes that 
are not subject to rehabilitation. 

In a landmark speech in 


November 1987, Gorbachev ac- 
cused Stalin, who ruled the Soviet 
Union from 1924-53, of “enor- 
mous and unforgivable” crimes. 
But in that speech he also called 
Stalin’s collectivisation “a trans- 
formation of great importance.” 

In Monday’s decree, there was 
no such equivocation. 

“Thousands of people were 
subject to moral and physical 
torture,” it said. “Many of them 
were annihilated. The lives of 
their families and next of kin 
were turned into one of humilia- 
tion and suffering without any 
hope.” 

The repressions “continued 
with tire most cruel persistence 
for several decades/’- it said. 

“Stalin and his immediate en- 
tourage seized practically unli- 
mited power, depriving the 
Soviet people of freedoms that in 
a democratic society are consi- 
dered to be natural and inalien- 
able,” it continued;' 

• Western historians say as many 
as 20 million people were shot, 
starved to death in famines the 
Kremlin did everything to en- 
courage, or simply vanished into 
the Gulag during Statin’s reign of 
terror. 

Thousands of Stalin’s victims 
were released from Labour 
camps and rehabilitated after 
Nikita Khrushchev denounced 
the dictator in a secret speech to 
the party in 1956, three years 
after Statin died. 

Thework stalled daring Leonid 
Brezhnev’s years & power, but 
picked up again after Gorbachev 
came to power, in 1985. 



Soviet robber* ^ 
make fetal .mistake 


MOSCOW (R) — Two aimed 
robbers made a fatal mistake 
Monday when they burst into a 
hotel room in the Soviet- Black Ste 
resort of Sochi.; Its occo pa ntr 
were two armed. KGB officeraj. 
The KGB men refused demands 
for money and; after the intro- - 
decs opened fire, shot one dead 
and wounded the other,. TASS 
news agency said. TASS said the;' 
KGB officers were unhurt 


300,000 bikers 

roaroutof 

Uptown 


STURGIS, South DakotafR) — 

:Mbre itfaati 300$00 motpreyctisb - 
have roared away from-thzs4srf 
South Dakota town after a fiastiyr 
al maxked by bar-room brawl* 
and the deathsof 11 people and . 
the/ town’smayor.ptedged to »- 
vite the bikere back, Sturgis’*/ 
6,OQ0atizens returned to their 
. homes .and their .stores Monday 
as. the biker hordes took to the : 
highways / after a week-long; 
celebration. /‘The streets are/; 
cieai^ 6iti," saad Mary Duvall/ 
spokeswoman for a state .task ;■ 
farce bzgazfised.-.tb help Sturgis 
deal with artcordcrowd of leatfc 
er -dad bikers/ “People are ant 
picking, up garbage and ifs nor- 
mal traffic npiw.” The annual 
Black Hills Motor ClassiCf 'wfakJi . 
officially ended Sunday, claimed 
a total of 11. KyesL - Nine people 
died m a total of 108. traffic 
accidents, one parson died- -of 
carboa-monoxkle poisoning, and 
an Australian maa/wasshot and ' 
killed by police after he went on a: 
rampage witfia knife, a ce me nt 
block, and arafiroadtfe_Sturj{i& 
Mayor Andrew Szilvast said . 
Monday he had hotting but - 
praise for the town’s residents 
and the dozens of iawmeti 
brought in to policetherafly. 
“There’s ; no /doubt' about .it,” 
Szilvasi sud: "Sturgis war a64e to 
handle ft. As- for as I know, we’ll 
have tite rafiy -ag&to.? - * v : - 


Rolling Slones v. ; 
thrill ELGermans 


EA^BERUN'^r. 
anty rock hi’ roll, 
first iRifcing Stones cdbifertin 
Eastern Europe and' .tens ;bf 
thousands of EastGermans loved 
it. Some 50,000 East .and- West 
Germans showed up for the con- 
ceit, scheduled on. the 29th 
anniversary of the InrSding of the 
Berlin Wall, which. Crumbled last 
November. Lead angerJ Mick. 
Jagger paced the fabled British 
rock gTOup through a two-anifa-/ / 
half hour p er for m ance at an East -*■ 
Berlin race track. It was the first 
East European appearance by the . 
Stones in their 28 years as a 
group, made posable by the 1989 ' ‘ 
demise of East GramayVhard-. 
line communist regime witich had 
despised Western rock as ideolo- 
gical poison. “It's great to be ~ 
here” Jagger, 47, shouted at the 
throng. “We’d like to give -a big 
welcome to people who came in 
from Leipzig, Potsdam, Erfurt,” 
he added, naming some of / the '. 
cities which fuelled East Ger- 
many’s reform movement. “It - 
was never possible to see/ them 
before. Tonight was a dream - - 
come true,” said fan Bernd ; 
Mbcws, who drove with bis. wife 
150 loldmetres from a northern 
town. . 


Half of priest* - 
violate celibacy rule. 


BOSTON (AP) i — Up to ha 
Roman Catholic, priests in 
United States do not uphold i 
vows of celibacy, accprctinj 
estimates from a 25-year stud 
a former Catholic priest w h 
now - a psychotherapist. A 
Richard Sipe told' a forum al 
American Psychological Assc 
tion meeting that his study i 
cated 20 per cent of prints : “1 
a dear pattern of heterose 
behaviour,” 10 per cent fb 13 
cent are homosexnafly active 
6 per cent are involved sexx 
with nrinors.TBe study, car 

out between 1960 and 1985 , 
a random scientific -snrviey ' 
involved extrapolations froir 
terviews with about l^OO pec 
One-third were priests who^ 
undergoing psychotherapy 
third were priests who ste 
their stories m workshops ch 
formal settings and a third i 
lovers or others with fimf 
tao^e<^ of jniests' semal 
haviour. The Rev; Xdftj 
Ooyle, a spokesman for- 
National Conference of Cati 
Bishops, criticised the 
not gathering data from a rara 
Mmple. He said the study re 
on priests who tew 
for sexual probk 
While half, of priests g aaa 
s°Pport the idea of ceinncy*! 

acteeve ft , J 

acs P rt e past reversals: *” s 










